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Ww: it is the end of the year, so on behalf of 

myself and the ABSW team, both here in 
Sydney and all around Australia, we would like to 

wish you and yours a safe and joyous New Year. 
t has been quite a year for Australian Soccer, ups 

and downs, happiness and sadness, and so we 
hope you enjoy our ‘That Was The Year That Was’ 
feature on this page, as a way of drawing together 

the events of 1997. 

T" photo below of Harry Kewell is meant to 

represent what the festive season is all about 
... hope for the future and joy to all. 
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By Micky Brock Brock 
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memories of Australian 
football fans, sometimes 
for the funnier moments, 
sometimes for the sadder 
ones, 

The year started on a 
bright note, the announce- 
ment that Terry Venables 
would be in Australia to 
oversee the national squad 
in a four nation tournament 
that featured the highly 
ranked Norway, New 
Zealand and South Korea. 
New Zealand, our oldest 
foes, were beaten 1-0 in the 
first game while South 
Korea met a similar fate by 
losing to the odd goal in 
three in the tournament’s 
second game in Brisbane. 

The toughest test for 
Australia would no doubt 
come in the shape of 
Norway, a small country 
that has enjoyed a remark- 
able upsurge in soccer for- 
tunes in recent years. 

Like the Kiwis and 
Koreans, the Viking boys 
left with a single goal 
defeat to their name against 
Australia, as the home side 
finished the tournament 
with a record of: played 
three: won three, goals 
scored: four, goals against: 
one. 
Of course, the media and 
non-soccer supporting pop- 
ulation of this nation decid- 
ed it was ‘just a flash in the 
pan ... the teams didn’t 
field full strength sides 
etc’. 

Oh really? 

Our national side then 
went on to Europe and 
defeated in friendlies: 

F.Y.R. of Macedonia 0-1 

Hungary 1-3 

This was followed by the 
Oceania World Cup quali- 
fiers, which the Aussies 
won easily: 

Solomon Islands (H)13- 
0 


Tahiti (H) 5-0 

Solomon Islands (A) 6-2 

Tahiti (A) 2-0 

New Zealand (A) 3-0 

New Zealand (H) 2-0 

This was followed by a 
3-0 win away to Tunisia in 
a friendly, before we con- 
tested the final World Cup 
qualifiers 

Tran (A) 1-1 

Tran (H) 2-2 

Then, as Oceania cham- 
pions, we played in the 
Saudia Arabian held 
Confederations Cup inter- 
continental tournament. 


Group A 

Mexico | Australia 3 

Brazil 0 Australia 0 

Saudia Arabia 1 
Australia 0 

(Australia qualified from 
Group A with Brazil, the 
Saudi game being our first 
defeat in 17 games under 
Terry Venables!). 
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Semi-Final 
Uruguay 0 Australia 1 
(AET) 


Final 
Brazil 6 Australia 0 


When all is said and 
done, not too bad a record, 
especially when consider- 
ing that the only game in 
which Australia was truly 
out of their depth was 
against Brazil in the 
Confederations Cup Final. 
And it has to be said, it's 
hard enough playing Brazil 
with ELEVEN men, to do 
so with a meagre ten, well 


On the domestic front 
Sydney United, led majes- 
tically by their young 
coach Branko Culina, were 
sweeping all before them, 
easily winning the minor 
premiership by some mar- 


gin. 

Brisbane Strikers would 
prove to be the thorn in 
their side, but what of new 
clubs Collingwood 
Warriors and Perth Glory? 

Collingwood were to 
end the season and sink 
without trace, the 
Melbourne public not 
wanting to get behind a 
new side which, in their 
opinion, was a rehashed 
version of an NSL club that 
had been ‘put to grass’ by 
Soccer Australia in the not 
too distant past. 

Perth Glory, however, 
were a different kettle of 
fish. The support of West 
Australia was, and remains, 
phenomenal. Crowds of 
over 18,000 were recorded, 
gnd this alone was to push 
the Ericsson Cup crowds’ 
average to new heights. 

‘Their bubble had to burst 
and finally it did. Needing 
to defeat Melbourne 
Knights, away from home, 
to make the ‘Top Six’ play- 
offs, the wheels fell off and 
defeat consigned the Glory 
boys to seventh place in the 
table, Still, not a bad effort 
for your first season in the 
Ericsson Cup. 

A credit to the game, and 
Soccer Australia, for 


admitting them into the 
league. 


Canberra Cosmos con- 
tinued their usual attacking 
style of football against the 
teams above them in the 
league. Unfortunately for 
them, that was a mere thir- 
teen clubs, in a fourteen 
team league. Cosmos even- 
tually proved the strongest 
team in the division by 
holding up the rest as they 
claimed the wooden spoon. 

Supporters of South 
Melbourne and Sydney 
United, in the semi-final 
played at Parramatta 
Stadium under the auspices 
of a Soccer Australia con- 
trolled match, laid claim to 
the ‘Idiots of the Year’ 
award as pathetic scenes 
ensued after their encounter 


had finished. 

United, though, went on 
to meet Brisbane Strikers 
in the Grand Final, to be 
played at the Suncorp 
Stadium, Queensland, as 
the Frank Farina led side 
made it to their first ever 
championship decider. 

Over 40,000 fans con- 
verged on the ground and 
watched as Brisbane sys- 
tematically dismantled a 
Pumas side that had, for 
nearly the entire season, 
produced the sweetest 
brand of attacking, skilful 
football witnessed at club 
level for many many years. 

When the Queenslanders 
lifted the Ericsson Cup for 
the first time in their histo- 
ty, the future looked rosy 
for the game, not just in the 
north, but also around this 
great continent of ours. 

As usual, with the onset 
of the new season, we had 
to have Soccer Australia in 
dispute with one team or 
another, 

Sydney United were to 
move to Parramatta 
Stadium, amongst many 
other quite ludicrous 
requirements, and the battle 
raged. 

Soccer Australia stated 
that Sydney United may 
not be included in the 
1997/98 Ericsson Cup sea- 
son, United countered by 
invoking FIFA regulations 
and inyolved Soccer 
Australia in court action, 
quite rightly too in many 
eyes. 

ister of unity being 
the buzz word for the sport, 
David Hill and Ivan Simic 
became the most notorious 
names to be linked with the 
game. The club were fight- 
ing for their footballing 
lives while it was still hard 
to see where Soccer 
Australia were wanting to 
head. 

Sanity prevailed (even- 
tually) and differences put 
aside, if not resolved, as 
the 1997/98 season kicked 


off. 

Sadly, the Pumas side 
that had treated to fans 
around the country to top 
quality football the previ- 
ous year, had been deci- 
mated. 

No less than seven of the 
Grand Final team of a few 
short months before, had 
left for greener pastures 
and stories cropped up of 


THAT WAS THE YEAR THAT WAS: 


“new signings’ opting for 
any other club than United 
(as it was widely tipped 
they would not be starring 
in the new NSL campaign). 


SYDNEY 


UNITED 


SOCCER CLUS 


Branko Culina, the 
inspiration behind the pre- 
vious season’s successes, 
had departed for the lowly 
Canberra — Ante Moric 
also joined him. Kalac, 
Zdrilic, Milicic, Marusic 
and Co. had headed off and 
the future looked bleak for 
the Edensor Park faithful. 

‘Lo! What light through 
yonder window breaks?’, 
may have been how a cer- 
tain playwright might have 
penned what happened 
next, 

Enter, David Mitchell, 
stage right. From a winter 
of discontent he opted to 
become player/coach at the 
club and managed to sign 
Marcus Phillips, Stuart 
Munro, David Barrett and 
Robbie Hooker, and the 
bandwagon rolled on, 

Tt wasn’t until Round 12 
that Sydney United were to 
suffer their first defeat of 
the season under the watch- 
ful eye of the canny 
Mitchell, 

Perth Glory continue to 
lead the way with crowd 
figures, while Brisbane 
Strikers are suffering the 
dreaded ‘championship 
blues’ and can’t seem to 
win a referee's coin toss- 
up, it appears, while 
Canberra Cosmos, much 
maligned but with Branko 
Culina at the helm, contin- 
ue to grow on last year’s 
performances. 

‘The football is better, the 
luck, as usual, remains an 
absentee, once again prov- 
ing what a strong side they 
are ... by propping up the 
table! 

It’s been a good, nay 
GREAT, year. Let’s not 
spoil it with petty differ- 
ences, back-biting, egos, 
power struggles and racist 
overtones, 

Make FOOTBALL the 
winner. 


Mystery, player No.7: Leading the way in Newcastle. 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


ORAN MATIC, 

Marconi’s tough 

‘taskmaster stated 
last night to ‘Good Oil’, 
“Friday night’s battle 
against Newcastle will be 
nothing more than a 
continuation of the 
struggle we had with them 
last Saturday night at 
Marconi Stadium. 

“There’s no guarantee in 
this business and we are still 
fully aware of the 5-2 hiding 
they gave Marconi up there 
Jast season. 

“Tam very surprised that 
Newcastle have not won 
more games. I have watched 
them lose matches they 
certainly did not deserve to 
lose.” 

At this stage Marconi 
have no injuries and match 
Winner Francis Awaritefe, 
Marconi’s flamboyant 
striker is getting stronger 
with every match since his 
long layoff of almost seven 
weeks with a ripped thigh 
quad muscle. 


goo 


EFF KENNETT, 
Victoria’s Liberal 
goalscoring Premier 
has agreed with the 
Sydney 2000 Games 
organisers that Melbourne 
will be staging some of the 
Olympic Soccer matches, 
Kennett has agreed to a 
deal where Olympic Soccer 
will be played at the gigantic 
98,000 capacity arena of the 
MCG. 


Originally he had 
withdrew Victoria’s 
application to host some of 
the Olympic qualifying 
games, claiming financial 
demands made by SOCOG 
were far too stringent and 
financially risky. 

Kennett is now 
contemplating bringing 
forward the AFL Grand 
Final by a week to 
September 2, enabling the 
Olympic Soccer matches to 
begin on September 9 at the 
again specially prepared 
pitch at the M.C.G. 


goo 


eaRy SED, 
MITCHELL’s 
Sydney United will 


play their next four 
consecutive matches at 
home (Parramatta 
Stadium) starting this 
Sunday with their clash 
against Perth. 

The following three 
Sundays, United play 
Canberra Cosmos (Jan 11), 
Carlton (Jan 18) and finally 
Adelaide City (Jan 25). 

Unfortunately for Sydney 
United, they will take the 
field for these matches 
without their sterling player- 
coach David Mitchell who 
last week underwent an 
operation on his left knee to 
repair the medial ligament. 
This will see him out of 
action for at least five more 
weeks, 


ooo 


Zoran Matic: Marconi’s coach. 


USTRALIA © has 

confirmed plans to go 

ahead with the Four 
Nations Tournament 
(‘Optus World Series’) 
involving Chile, South 
Korea and Japan, 

‘The tournament will kick 
off on February 7 through to 
February 15 with matches to 
be played in Sydney, 
Melbourne and Adelaide, 

Melbourne will host the 
opening match between 
Australia and Chile (Feb 7). 

Australia’s second match 
will be against South Korea in 
Sydney (Feb 11), whilst Japan 
meets Australia in the final 
match to be played in 


Adelaide (Feb 15) at the 
revamped Hindmarsh 
Stadium, 

All three visiting nations 
haye qualified for the World 
Cup Finals in France so they 
will relish the opportunity of 
such warm-up matches, 

Venues for the Melbourne 
and Sydney matches will be 
advised early next month by 
Soccer Australia. 

Australia’s coach Terry 
Venables stated: “We played 
‘an excellent series last January 
which set us on our way.” 

Chile is currently ranked 
17, Japan 18, South Korea 31 
‘and Australia 32 in the World 
by FIFA (before our Confed 
‘Cup games), 


David Mitchell: Sydney United’s champion player- 
coach, 


EOF¥ HARCOMBE, 
Olympic’s 
Evertonian coach, is 


about to promote another 
youngster into his team, 

Leon Carle, Nick’s older 
brother has been most 
impressive at training sessions 
and is almost ready to break 
into the first team. 

“Leon is looking hungry 
and mean in recent weeks and 
it soon will be his turn to 
come into the first team,” 
Stated Harcombe to “Good 
Oi recently. 

“I want fighters and 
workers, and Leon is showing 
me just what I want from 
players that play for me,” 
ended Harcombe, 


900 


UKE CASSERLY, 
Marconi’s tough right 
wingback on Friday 
night will knock up his * 
century of games in the aie 
National League against pa. 
Newcastle. Geoff Harcombe: Sydney Olympic’s coach. 


inform its readers that the to the magic double, taking 
departing player is bound to out the minor championship 
enter the professional ranks of and finishing the job by taking 


Italian soccer, out the Grand Final defeating 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 3-1 
Q00 at the Marconi Stadium, 


ougie Utjesenovic, 000 

Australia’s 1974 

World Cup right ‘GOOD OIL’ would like 
back and his team, NSW to wish all its readers a Safe 
Super League title holders and Healthy New Year. 
Parramatta Eagles, are off Please drive carefully 
early February to Fiji. during the holiday period. 

The brilliant former 
international defender is 
taking his side to Nadi and 
Suva in Fiji to play two 
matches on February 3 (Nadi) 
and Feb 5 (Suva), 

Utjesenovie last season 
Terry Venables: Australia's coach. coached the high flying Eagles 

Casserly started his Soccer = 
career with Southem Districts 
before graduating into the 
junior ranks at Marconi. 

Age 24 Luke married his 
childhood sweetheart, Gracie 
during the last off-season and 
they spent their honeymoon in 
the Greek Isles, 

Back in 1991 Luke made 
his debut in the NSL for 
Marconi against Melbourne 
Knights under former Marconi 
coach Bertie Mariani. 

Casserly Would “have 
broken his century much 
earlier had he not suffered 
long periods with injuries. 
Since graduating into the 
senior team. Luke has played 
right fullback, centre back, left 
midfield and leftback for 
Marconi and represented 
Australia at Youth level as 
well as at the last Olympics 
when former National coach, 
Eddie Thomson, used the 
strapping Casserly at right 
midfield. 


ithin the next four 
veek another 
Australian player 


should be sold to an overseas 
club. 

Obviously ‘Good Oil’ is 
restricted from disclosing the 
selling club let alone naming 


the player in question at this 5 5 ae = 
tine: Parramatta’s Grand Final powerbrokers - (I-r) Dougie Utjesenovic (Coach), striker 


However, at this embryonic Shasho Petrovski (goalscorer), Stephane Jee (Grand Final goalscorer), Shasha 
stage of negotiations of the  Utjesenovic (GF Goalscorer), Ms Dorothy Drewery (Parramatta’s lady President) and 
pending sale, ‘Good Oil’ can team mascot - Stephen. 
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en David Hill 
entered his current 
position, there was 


much praise for such a per- 
son becoming involved in 
Soccer Australia. He spoke 
positively about the future of 
the Australian game and 
many of us went along with 
his dreams and aspirations. 

‘As time has gone by, he has 
proved to be a tough leader 
and strong negotiator for the 
sport, There are many things 
he has said which has put 
some people offside yet he has 
stuck to his guns, 

‘The main aim, surely, was 
qualification for the World 
Cup Finals in France — this 
thas not been delivered. 

For this reason alone, 
David Hill should think about 
leaving his position as head of 
Soccer Australia. 

When he first came into 
soccer in Australia, we needed 
a strong, autocratic leader to 
sweep away the cobwebs of 
continual mishaps under pre- 
vious regimes, we needed a 
different type of leader at the 
helm. 

What we needed was a 
someone who consults and is 
conciliatory towards all, (even 
the players appear to want 
much more consultation with 
Soccer Australia, as is evi- 
deneed by the current pay dis- 
pute). 

We needed a person who 
does not take criticism person- 
ally, we needed someone who 
knows soccer and its history 
as well as a strong business 
acumen, That applies to the 
rest of the board as well. 

We do not need board 
members who kick balls 
around with their children 
before major international 
matches, but rather people 
who not only talk up the game 
but can actually turn that talk 
into action, Yes. Mr Hill and 
the board may have provided 
the above to a degree but now 
we need new people providing 
much more of this, 

If we look at it objectively, 
what has the current regime 
actually achieved for soccer in 
this country? 

Perth Glory is their shining 
light, however, all they did 
was moye their entry into the 
NSL competition one year 
earlier, is this not true? Nick 
Tana and his associates have 
to take all the credit for the 
‘Glory tevolution’, 

Soccer Australia have tried 
to ‘de-ethnicise’ the game. 
Perhaps an honourable aim, 
but where are the crowds com- 
ing from to replace those 
alienated? 

Where is the new breed of 
sponsors? 

They are not around and 
the general public, who 
attended the MCG match 
against Iran, are not attending 
NSL matches. With the 
monies going toward the 
Socceroos, many are wonder- 
ing - media, administrators 
and fans alike- out loud: “Do 
SA really care what happens 
to the NSL?” 

How many times has David 
Hill been to an NSL match in 
Sydney, or elsewhere for that 
matter, this season? 

He got Terry Venables to 
coach Australia, a great coup, 
but he failed in his aim — to 
get Australia to the World 


Cup Finals. What has Terry 
Venables done for the 
advancement of coaching in 
Australia, especially now that 
it is reported that he could be 
the coach who only comes to 
Australia when needed over 
the next four years? How is 
that going to help? 

Or is it simply a case of 
Soccer Australia attempting to 
prove that they were not 
wrong in choosing Mr 
Venables? 

‘As a coach for the players 
he is excellent, however, in 
the end he has failed, If he 
lived here full-time, perhaps 
then he can be involved in our 
game at all levels and build a 
future for us, As a part-time 
coach, he can not do this suc- 
cessfully. 

This is where we need a 
leader who can take on board 
the opinions of other people, 
even if they should personally 
disagree with them. 

There are also, unfortunate- 
ly, some low points to be con- 
sidered. Surely, in hindsight, it 


A personal account by 
Stuart Jones 


supposed, approach toward 
them? 

It all comes back to being 
conciliators now. 

The MCG was a great tri- 
umph, which some officials 
have thrown back at members 
of the media for suggesting it 
was not a good idea, (how can 
losing out on France ‘98 be 
considered a triumph in any- 
one’s language? Ed). 

Many of those in the Press 
admitted they may have been 
wrong, which has certainly 
happened before in Australian 
soccer. 

True leadership in Whatever 
field, in my opinion, needs to 
be big enough to admit when 
they've made mistakes and to 
Jearn from them. 

Just how confident were 
Soccer Australia on the MCG 


example comments 
oe may have 
Brisbane been used at 
Strikers’ ‘inappropriate 
Grand times, if Mr 
Final win, Hill is going 
yet where to be an open 
are they leader and, 
now? reputedly, to 
Where Mf-Welelel 9. 9h make such 
is the sup- PUREE comments, 
port from then what are 
Soccer his feelings 
Australia for the NSL clubs to on the following: 
develop new fans coming into 
the grounds? 1/ What do you think about 


At present, the NSL is 
being talked of as one day 
becoming ‘fully professional’, 
but having talked to a lot of 
players and officials involved 
with the game here, there are a 
lot of areas that need fixing 
before we can even consider 


would have been better not to 
‘comment on conditions in Iran 
before the qualifiers, such as 
Mr Hill is reputed to have 
done. If it was really stated by 
Mr Hill that Australia would 
end up in the backwaters of 
soccer if they failed to qualify 
for France, before the second 
leg return match at the MCG. 
perhaps it would have been 
better left unsaid. 

In both of these areas, per- 
haps Mr Hill held these opin- 
fons but it was neither the time 
nor the place to be saying 
them, especially before games, 
if what was reported at the 
time is the truth. 

‘Australia needs an ambas- 
sador for the sport now, both 
inside Australia and through- 
out Asia. How can any board 
member go to the Asian 
Football Confederation and 
talk about being a part of them 
if countries like Iran have 
been put offside? How can we 
talk of developing the game in 
Oceania if some delegates are 
put out by Soccer Australia’s, 


David Hill: Is he a conciliator? 


exercise anyway? 

Did Jeff Kennett, Victorian 
Premier, not say that SA asked 
for one million dollars as a 
guarantee for playing the 
game at the MCG, which was 
reputedly negotiated down to 
a quarter of that sum. The 
question remains though: If 
the MCG was going to be so 
triumphant an occasion and 
the leadership were so confi- 
dent of this, why did they not 
just accept the MCG outright 
without those financial guar- 
antees? 

Many people inside, and 
outside, the game in this coun- 
try have looked at gaining a 
radio show to cover NSL 
matches in Sydney. Where has 
the financial support been 
from Soccer Australia in 
establishing this? There has 
been a lot talked about com- 
mercial TV coverage and yet 
seem, on the outside, to have 
left radio coverage on the 
bench. 

Al through last season we 
heard of the NSL success. for 


ing to get anywhere 
Hear this ai 

‘The statistics, after talking 
to so many people in the 
game, proves that we need a 
re-think and some positive 
action regarding the NSL set- 
up. We do not need ‘talkfests’, 
we need ACTION. 

Action must be taken after 
all the talking that has been 
done during the past five 
years, and not just one per- 
son’s point of view on the 
future of the game, whether 
that person be David Hill, 
George Negus or Joe Bloggs. 
Action in the current 
‘Australian soccer climate 
needs to come not from direc- 
tives, rather, a combination of 
many persons’ efforts. 

‘There are parts of the soc- 
cer community who have felt 
alienated by Mr Hill, and it is 
time that we all try to heal 
those wounds, for if we don’t, 
Mr Hill’s aim of making this 
game the biggest sport in 
‘Australia just will not happen. 

Previously, I stated that 
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the Australian Croatian com- 
munity? 


‘2/ What do you think about 
Mark Viduka playing for 
Australia? 


3/ What do you think about 
clubs like Marconi and its 
leadership? 


4/ What do you think about 
players, such as Graham 
Amold? 


5/ Do you really dislike, as 
il sometimes appears, certain 
members of the soccer media 
in this country, when all they 
try to do is promote the game 
you love so much? 


6/ What do you consider to 
have been your achievements? 


1 would be looking for 
answers consistent with what 
‘you say in private, not what is 
‘a mere response for public 
consumption, if they differ? 

In the end, if Mr Hill can be 
conciliatory towards the clubs, 
players, the media and other 
soccer federations, he should 
most certainly remain in 
office. If, on the other hand, 
he wants to wage a one-mi 
battle against all the negative 
forces (as he may see it), 
embedded in Australian soc- 
cer, then he should reconsider 
his position in office, in my 
opinion. 

AIL I would ask for is a re- 


appraisal of the Soccer 
Australia board, and their 
chairman, for their approach 
to people involved in the sport 
in Australia. 

My other question is 
whether Mr Hill reads 
‘Australia’s only weekly soccer 
paper that covers the local 
scene to any great depth? 

‘There are many who would 
disagree with what has been 
written, here and elsewhere. 
Perhaps the question will be 
asked about the qualifications 
T have to pass these opinions? 
The answer is ‘none’, except 
that I am a supporter of the 
game who wants for nothing 
more than to see the best come 
toit. 

There are many out there 

who share these same quali 
cations and completely di 
agree with what I have wri 
ten, that’s the nature of the 
beast. 
Perhaps, if certain soccer 
officials would care to remem- 
ber, we are allowed to have 
our own opinions that may 
often differ from their own, 

We need a leader who is 
conciliatory, and who also can 
turn words into action, and 
‘one who can accept criticism 
as constructive. 

Perhaps the greatest indict- 
ment on the game in Australia 


Mystery player No.1: A Young Socceroo. 


at present is that David Hill is 
‘one of the most well known 
faces involved in the game, 
perhaps even more than the 
likes of Craig Foster, Graham 
Arnold and Co. 

T'm certain even Mr Hill 
would not want this, surely 
wanting the players to be the 
only focus surrounding the 
sport. 

Sit back and contemplate 
changing your leadership 
style, or leave Mr Hill, it is 
my opinion that the game 
requires this of you. 

There may, or may not, be 
someone to replace you at pre- 
sent, but this does not prevent 
you from changing for the bet- 
terment of the game and the 
game is the one thing you 
want to progress in this coun- 


If anyone inside Soccer 
Australia is upset by the 
above, they must realise that 
many people, as previously 
mentioned, are asking such 
questions, looking for true 
leadership in soccer. Many 
believe Mr Hill can provide 
this, others do not. 

Whether we change to a 
new board or not, it is time for 
a climate change, or we may 
just be moving the deck chairs 
on the Titanic, 


IPL 
Out 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


elbourne seems 
set to see some 
Olympic 


football after all. 

Tt looked at one stage as 
though the host of 1956 
games would not see any 
action after they could not 
find a suitable venue. 

But the success of the 
World Cup qualifier 
between Australia and 
Tran has renewed Premier 
Jeff Kennett's interest in 
staging some of the 
games, 

The venue will be the 
MCG where an 85,000 
crowd turned out for the 


mooted 


Hill. 


World Cup game. leific 
Meetings between the 
government and the 


SOCOG have been going 
for around three months 
and an agreement was 
finally reached last week. 
‘The games are expected to 
bring $60 million to 
Victoria, 


added. 


“Melbourne would be 
for Olympic 
soccer and Olympic 
soccer would be terrific 
for Melbourne,” Hill 


The ten matches are 
expected to be played 
over a period of one week 
with about 350,000 tickets 
available for the games. 


THE RISE AND RISE 


OLYMPICS 2000 
FOR VIC? 


to be staged at the yet to 
be constructed Docklands 
Stadium, but the Victorian 
government backed out of 
the deal because it was 
unlikely the stadium 
would be finished in time. 

Other venues such as 
Optus Oval and revamped 
Bob Jane Stadium were 
as 
replacements, 
looked more than likely 
that Melbourne would 
miss out altogether. 

“T always believed it 
was possible for a deal to 
be agreed to,” said Soccer 
Australia chairman David 


By Dwyght Tutfnol 


Mitboarse has 
received a further 
boost when it 
was chosen as 
one of the 
venues for 
February’s 
Optus World © 
Series. 

There were 
fears after last 
year’s double 
header at Bob 
Jane Stadium 
attracted only 
10,000 fans, 
Melbourne 
would be 
overlooked this 
time around. 

Bob Jane 
Stadium is 
unlikely to host 
the games this 
time however, 
with Olympic Park the 
preferred venue. 


possible 
but it 


OF BRODBECK 


By Phil Murphy 


‘e’s a former under/17 international, 

has trialled in Switzerland, played in 

a star-studded NSW Institute of 
Sport side and now wants to make a name 
for himself in the Ericsson Cup ... 
introducing Adam Brodbeck, the keeper who 
has usurped the brilliant Brett Hughes in 
goal for Ericsson Cup top six contenders, 
‘Wollongong Wolves. 

However, like many great Australian keepers 
(Bosnich, Kalac for example), he owes much to 
a certain Ron Corry, goalkeeping coach 
extraordinaire. 

“Ron was the person who encouraged me to 
give Wollongong a go,” reflected Brodbeck to 
ABSW. 

“T owe everything to him and heis definitely 
the number one goalkeeper coach in Australia 
and he is doing a great job in Wollongong,” 


Q00 


Brodbeck started with Lilli Pilli and 
Sutherland before he was selected in the NSW. 
Institute of Sport program. 

It was there that he trained and played with 
the likes of Brett Emerton (UTS Olympic), 
Nick Pardue (Dutch club NAC Breda) and 
Australia’s latest Socceroo superstar, Leeds 
United’s Harry Kewell. 

From the NSW Institute Brodbeck made the 
step up to the Australian Joeys who competed 
in the 1995 World U/17 Youth Championships 
in Ecuador. 

Once again it was Brazil who were our 
nemesis, beating us in the quarter-finals 3-1, 


but even so, to make it to that stage was a 
brilliant effort and a “great experience” recalls 
Brodbeck. 

Like many players he was spotted by a 
European club and offered a trial — the club 
was Grasshoppers of Switzerland — but 
unfortunately this was to prove a painful 
experience, 

In only his second training session with his 
new team mates he dislocated a shoulder and 
was forced to return home. 

“Tt wasn’t long before Ron (Corry) was on 
the phone,” says Brodbeck. 

“He offered a chance in the Ericsson Cup 
with the Wolves and I jumped at it. I have now 
played 12 first team games and I just want to do 
well and hold down a spot.” 

“After this there is the possibility of 
representative football and I would really like 
to have another go overseas.” 

Meanwhile Corry describes his protégé as a 
very promising keeper. 

“Adam has a very good attitude and works 
hard at training with City. These are two very 
important ingredients for success in this game,” 
observes the highly respected coach. 

However one man’s good fortune is 
another's misfortune, and in this case the 
talented Brett Hughes now has a cloud hanging 
over him. 

Hughes did not reappear for the second half 
of the recent youth team game against the 
Australian Institute of Sport (which they lost 6- 
1), and now he will go before the club's board 
to explain. 

It is testament to Brodbeck’s burgeoning 
talent that he has been able to keep out such a 
highly talented keeper. 


ZAMORANO, SALAS FOR|f___ _ 
MELBOURNE? 


SYeoney 
CPs 


a 
“Ultimately, they will determine our 
future. As one of the nation’s leading 
clubs, we see it as our responsibility to 
lead the way and embark on a process of 
improvement by cooperation, not 
intimidation. 

“South Melbourne is a club for anyone 
who cares about our great game and we 
‘open our arms to anyone who wants to be 
a part of one of this nation’s great sporting 
clubs.” 


louth Melbourne has officially 
idropped its ‘Lakers’ nickname and 
will reveal a new logo early next year. 

In a statement released by the club, 
South Melbourne president, George 
Vasilopoulos, said that ‘while the potential 
legal dispute over the use of the nickname 
is unfortunate, it gives us the opportunity 
to review our direction and use it as the 
basis for a fresh approach.’ 

The club has not ruled out returning to 

its traditional ‘Hellas’ nickname or 
changing its logo to once again 
incorporate blue and white colours. 
“In the past, South Melbourne has 
listened and, against our better judgment, 
fallen in line with certain dictates of 
Soccer Australia. 

“Tt has since become clear that Soccer 
Australia’s model of reform of the 
National League has achieved little but to 
alienate many of the game's traditional 
followers.” 

South Melbourne aims to become “one 
of the giants of the Asia-Pacific region”, 
and has undertaken market research in 
preparation for next season's competition. 

“South Melboume is only as strong as 
the people behind it,” said Vasilopoulos. 


H’ HIT FOR SIX 


Fortunately for Sydney 
United the team is playing 
well, so the loss of their 
Fy +, 24). _ influential leader should not 

bh ney. ee be felt too much, 
playerjcoach, David particularly with the 
ainimecine a Aitke ada encouraging form of Abbas 
id sat good Saad, youngter Jacob Burns 

It appears the,indomitable 
Puma will be out for about 
six weeks, after tearing his 
medial ligaments in United's > 
last home game against i 
Wollongong Wolves. 


The February 7 game will 
be against World Cup finalist 
Chile, with South Korea and 
Japan the other two 
sides making up 
the tournament. 

A bigger crowd 
will be expected 
this time after the 
Melbourne public 
took to the 
Socceroos with 
over 85,000 
attending _ the 
World Cup 
qualifier against 


900 


KNIGHTS 
APPOINT QC 


H on the heels of their Tooheys 
sponsorship deal, go-ahead club 
Melbourne Knights have announced 
the appointment of David Galbally, 
QC, as its new chairman, 

Galbally has assisted the Knights in the 
past with presentations to Soccer Australia 
and in player contract negotiations, 

He will be involved in restructuring the 
club financially and be promoting the 
Knights as a multicultural club. 


community 
Melbourne will 
come out in force 
to see one of the 
world’s most 
feared strike forces 
of Ivan Zamorano. 
and Marcelo Salas, a recent 
target of Manchester United, 
leading Chile. 


With Parramatta stadium 
one of the best Soccer 
venues, and three of the four 
visiting clubs top-six sides, 
January really will be a hot 
month down at Sydney 
United. 


i = and English import, ex- 
By Aidan Ormond 


Oxford midfielder Marcus 
Phillips. 

Sydney United have four 
tough home games in 
January, against Perth 
Glory, Canberra, Carlton 
and Adelaide City, 


a 
i 


Mystery personality No. 6: Led Australia in their finest hour? 


David Mitchell: Torn 
medial ligaments. 
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Ticker Tape Parade 
for Socceroos? 


Dear Sir, 

I wonder if anyone has thought about a 
‘ticker tape’ parade if our boys won the 
Confederations Cup against Brazil last 
Monday morning? Early in January, or just 
before the four nation tournament in 
February, would be nice. 

Now it might not be the World Cup, but 
it’s still a trophy that has 
some prestige and value 
attached top it, especially 
when you are competing 
against the world champi- 
‘ons and the runners-up 
from Europe (number four 
in the FIFA rankings), as 
well as the CONCACAF 
Champions, at full 
strength. 

‘The Cup is nothing to 
be sneezed at, nor the per- 
formance of the Aussie boys either. 

I also confirms that Australia can now be 
classed a ‘world power’ and, since we won. 
the Oceania section of the qualifiers, football 
under Terry Venables could see Australia in 
the ‘Top Twenty’ for certain, possibly even 
in the ‘Top Ten’ of the FIFA listings. 

‘The fact that we have missed out on the 
World Cup Finals should not make any dif- 
ference to the rankings. That game in 
Melbourne against Iran was just an aberra- 
tion, which should not have happened. 

The players were not to blame at all, even 
Terry Venables was not entirely at fault 
either, I doubt if anybody else would have 
done any better under the circumstances that 
we found ourselves in. 

Perhaps he could have made changes 
sooner, or even played Milan Ivanovic from 
the same, nobody could 


Lic No. TAI25-7 


guarantee for certain that the scoreline would 
have been any different in the end. 

All the knee jerk reactions from many 
writers and fans, who are obviously disap- 
pointed, calling for the sacking of David Hill 
and Terry Venables, are all way off the 
mark. 

As we all know, it was the former chair- 
man’s decision to take 
the quick and ‘so called’ 
easy path to the Cup 
Finals by not being 
involved in strong lead- 
up games against the last 
ten Asian sides left in 
the qualifiers. 

Instead, he went for 
the sudden-death path 
once again. 

Therefore, the blame 
must go to the former 
chairman of Soccer Australia, John 
Constantine, in bucket loads. 

D Scullino, 
Nerang, Qld. 


Editor's note: 

Maybe there is some logic to this argu- 
ment but, as we all can plainly see, whatever 
path was decided upon, our players had to 
stride along it. They knew what was 
required, as did the coach, and, but for four 
minutes, would have made the Finals in 
France. Perhaps a little more match practice 
before the two elimination games might have 
helped, perhaps a stronger line against FIFA, 
giving us six days notice of who and where 
we would be playing, perhaps a later start to 
our own qualifiers, perhaps, perhaps, per- 
haps... 


WORLD CUP FOOTBALL 
FRANCE 1998 


£ 
a. 


E LAST 6 WORLD CUPS The Package Ince: = 
c 5 Soca poses [sees ls oie [a 
UP WINNER a 

1074 GERMANY a ee ee 
1978 ARGENTINA ‘Second Round’ Championship (inc. Finals) 

1982 ITALY plc eee Bag SO Ane 
1986 ARGENTINA rennet | ee 
1990 GERMANY seers | [abe 
1994 BRAZIL ange iopomere | _s200 | sao | ato 


MARCONI TRAVEL, SEA AIR TRAVEL & JOHNNY WARREN 
THE MOST EXPERIENCED TOUR OPERATORS IN AUSTRALIA FOR THE 
= WORLD CUP FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT INVITES YOU TO JOIN US AND 
SUPPORT YOUR FAVOURITE TEAM IN FRANCE 1998 


ARCO RENEE 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Have your say on any soccer issue in 


the world. Preference will be given to 


short letters. Include daytime phone 
number for verification. 


The Editor, 
AusTRALiAN & 
BritisH SOCCER 


Short letters of about 400 words will be given preference in this column. 


The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect those of this newspaper 


Why? Why? Why? 


Dear Sir, 

Australia are not in the World Cup Final: 
in France next year, WHY? 

Simply because they just 
were not good enough, even 
though David Hill is doing a 
good job. 

Terry Venables is doing 
what he can with the players 
he has got and let’s face it, 
Tran should have won the first 
game 3-1. 

Mark Bosnich saved 
Australian blushes in the sec- 
ond game at the MCG after the 
home side ran themselves silly 
in the first half with six cor- 
ners, and still we couldn't 
score to finish them off. 

Granted, Australia scored 
twice, one in each half, but Iran needed only 
four minutes of skill and enterprise to score 


‘First Round' Championship 


‘First & Secon 


the two goals they needed and it has to be 
asked: ‘Where was the Australian defence?’ 


They were nowhere to be seen 
and not even Mark Bosnich can do 
everything and if anyone saw the 
game against Brazil, their goal- 
keeper was virtually a spectator 
while Bosnich was again the Aussie 
saviour, 

The Australian players, and side, 
must become full-time in Australia 
and not overseas. 

We also need harder games. 
against strong teams at club and 
national level. 

D Gardner 
Hampton Park, Vic 


Editor's note: 
Er...yeah, OK then. 


Patient 
Dead 


Dear Sir, 

Thank you every mu 
Mr Venables for the pr 
file you have given | 
Australian soccer. 

You came to Austral 
to do a job, this was 
take the Socceroos to t 
World Cup in France 9! 

You have failed, 1 
excuse! Take the mon 
and go. 

You have failed 
supporters of Australi 
soccer, as this was 0 
best ever chance of qu 
ifying for the Wor 
Cup. | 

You are the one w 
did not make the neci 
sary changes when 1 
Iranians brought on | 
extra strike force late 
the game. 

You are the boss 4 
the general, when | 
battle is lost it is tradit 
that the general falls 
his sword. 

You have perform 
perfect surgery but y\ 
patient is dead. 

Bye Mr Venables. 

Jose Luis Mend) 
Fairfield, NS 


d' Round Championship (inc. Finais) 
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ational Youth League 


SOUTHERN DIVISION RESULTS 


By Roy Hay 
SOUTHERN 
DIVISION 


Bentleigh Greens gained a two-one win over Albury 
Wodonga on Saturday at Kingston Heath, Pezzini put 
the boys from the border ahead after only seven min- 
utes only for Chris Christou to equalise for the Greens 
in 14, It was a tough even battle thereafter until Leo 
Refojos grabbed the winner for the home team on 87 
minutes. 

It was a similar scoreline at Olympic Village, where 
Heidelberg United lost at home to Melbourne Knights. 
Nick Papoutsis was the Bergers’ scorer after 15 min- 
utes and Matthew Govie continued his goal-a-game 
tun for the Knights three minutes after the interval, 
with the other goal coming from Damon Collina in 80 
minutes. 

Billy Mitroulas scored an early goal after nine min- 
‘utes (0 put Gippsland Falcons ahead against the VIS, 
‘but Pat Arcuri secured an equaliser for the Institute, 
which has found it very difficult to win a game in the 
Valley over the years, 

South Melbourne trounced the South Melbourne 
Rockets by nine goals to nil. The writing was on the 
wall when Erhan Bayraktar of the Rockets was sent-off 
after only three minutes for tripping. Franc Catalano 
took advantage of two penalty kicks in the first half to 
put the senior youth team ahead and Tas Psonis headed 
neatly over the keeper in the last minute of the first 
period. Kon Karasiyidis made it four, then Catalano 
completed his hat-trick in 70 minutes, with Karasividis 
providing the service on both occasions, 

Substitute Nick Marinos grabbed two quick goals, 
and he might have had more, before Louis Rozanitis 
came up from the back to add a final nail in the coffin. 
The Rockets had two more players dismissed for sec- 
‘ond offences in the latter stages of the game. 


NORTHERN 
DIVISION 


Newcastle Breakers overcame Marconi Fairfield at 
Marconi Stadium by five goals to one, Greg Owens 
scored twice for the Breakers and the other contribu- 
tors were Michael Sloane, Chris Tancevski and Tony 
Bauer. MacDonald was the lone scorer for Marconi. 

Marconi Fairfield Colts scored an upset two-one 
win away to Wollongong City, It was goalless in the 
first half then three late goals produced a thrilling fin- 
ish with the visitors getting the winning goal in the last 
minute. Mark Haggar opened the scoring in 73 min- 
utes, but Colin Luff equalised in 81, only for Haggar to 
pop up again with the vital winner, 

Jim Bakis hit a hat-trick for UTS Olympic against 
ACTAS (ACT Academy of Sport) with Bayhan adding 
the fourth for the home side. Lyons scored a solitary 
reply for the visitors. 


HOW......? 


4 
PERSONAL TRAINING 


Heidelberg Utd 
Papoutis 


Bentleigh Greens 
Christou, Refojos 


1 


2 


Gippsland Falcons 1 


Mitroulos 
Sth Melbourne 


9 


Catalano (3), Marinos (2), 
Karasividis (2), Psonis, Rozanitis 


Melbourne Knights 2 
Govic, Colina 

Albury Wodonga f 
Pezzini 

VIS 1 
Arcuri 

Sth Mel Rockets 0 


(Bulleen Inter, Altona Magic, Carlton, all byes). 
NORTHERN DIVISION RESULTS 


Marconi Fairfield 
MacDonald 


Wollongong City 
Luff 


UTS Olympic 
Bakis 3, Bayhan 


1 


1 
4 


Newcastle Breakers 5 
Owens (2), Sloane 
Tancevski, Baver 


Marconi Colts 2 
Haggar (2) 

ACTAS xh 
Lyons. 


Sydney United, Sydney United Colts, all byes). 


M Knights 
Gippsland 
Carlton 
VIS 
Heidelberg 
B Greens 
Bull Inter 
Sth Melbourne 
Wodonga 
A Magic 
SM R'kets 


AIS 

UTS 

QAS 
W'gong 
Mar Colts 
Newcastle 
ACTAS 
Marconi 
Sydney Utd 
NSWIS 
UTS Colts 
SU Colts 


With my help you'll @ Get Motivated 
@ Lose Weight and Start to get the most 
out of your life 
ALL LEVELS OF FITNESS TRAINING 
At very competitive prices 
Accredited Fitness Leader 


Will come to you 
ILIAS ORFANIDIS 


© 0419 622 685 
9601 1761 A.H. 


SOUTHERN DIVISION TABLE 


e Ww D L F A Pts 
"1 9 0 2 40 13 27 
10 8 1 1 24 7 25 
9 8 0 1 19 3 24 
10 6 1 3 28 13 19 
10 4 1 5 12 18 13 
10 4 1 5 1 18 13 
8 3 1 4 10 14 10 
10 2 2 6 20 18 8 
10 2 0 8 13 18 6 
9 1 2 6 an 26 5 
9 1 1 7 8 45 4 
NORTHERN DIVISION TABLE 

P w D L F A Pts 
17 e8 pi aes 51 10 26 
4 7 2 2 33 17 23 
WW 5 4 2 29 14 19 
" 5 3 3 25 21 18 
it 5 2 4 18 23 7 
10 4 3 3 21 22 15 
14 4 3 4 14 27 15 
14 4 2 5 18 23 14 
10 2 5 3 24 23 i 
10 2 2 6 14 17 8 
10 2 1 7 14 32 7 
9 ty) 1 8 1 29 1 


Resutts UPDATE 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
Bamsley 1 Derby 0 
Blackburn 2 Crystal Palace ov 
Coventry 3. Manchester Utd 2 
Everton 3 Bolton 2 
Leeds United 1 Aston Villa 1 
Leicester City 1 Sheffield Wed 1 
Tottenham 1 Arsenal 1 
Wimbledon 1 West Ham Utd 2 
STANDINGS 


Manchester United 46, Blackburn Rovers 41, Chelsea 39, 
Leeds United 35, Liverpool 34, Arsenal 34, Derby County 32, 


Leading Scorers 
Southern Division 


12 Zoran Petervski VIS 
r Jovanco Novacevski Carlton 
ie Festim Zekiri Melb Knights 


Northern Division 


21 Mile Sterjovski AIS 

8 Marco Bresciano AIS 

7 Daniel Watkins = NSWIS 

7 Joe Bruni Marconi Fairfield 


Round 14 Fixtures 
Southern Division 


Saturday, January 3, 1998 
VIS v Gippsland Falcons (4pm, Kim Reserve) 


Sunday, January 4, 1998 
Melbourne Knights v Heidelberg United (3.30pm, 
Knights Stadium) 
Albury Wodonga v Bentleigh Greens (6pm, 
Diamond Park) 
~ Sth Melb Rockets v Sth Melbourne (playing Jan 


) 
(Bulleen Inter, Altona Magic, Carlton, all byes). 


Northern Division 


Friday, January 2, 1998 
Newcastle Breakers v Marconi Fairfield (5.15pm, 
Topper Stadium) 


Saturday, January 3 
QAS v NSWIS (4.30pm, Suncorp Stadium) 


Sunday, January 4 
Marconi Colts v Wollongong City (4pm, Marconi 
Stadium) 
Sydney Utd Colts v Olympic Colts (4pm, 
Parramatta Stadium) 


Monday, January 5 
ACTAS v UTS Olympic (4pm, Belmore Sports 
Ground) 
(Sydney United has a bye). 


West Ham United 31, Leicester 28, Aston Villa 26, Newcastle 
United 26, Wimbledon 24, Coventry City 23, Crystal Palace 
23, Sheffield Wednesday 23, Southampton 21, Bolton 
Wanderers 21, Everton 20, Spurs 20, Barnsley 18 


TRISH PREMIER DIVISION 
Cork City 4 Shelbourne 4 
Shamrock Rovers 1 Kilkenny City 0 
ucD. 1 St Patrick's Athletic il 
Finn Harps 0 Dundalk 1 
Sligo Rovers 2 Drogheda United 1 
Bohemians 1 Derry City~ 0 
MOROCCAN FIRST DIVISION 
Khouribga 2 Jeunesse Massira 1 
Meknes 0 Widad Casablanca 4 
Moghreb Fes 1 Mohammedia 2 
Sporting Sale 0 Agadir 0 
Tangier 0 Widad Fes 0 
Raja Casablanca 1 El Jadida 2 
Onjda 2 Settat 0 
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SHARKS’ LAST GASP WIN 


ADELAIDE SHARKS ......... 


san2 MELBOURNE KNIGHTS... 


sree 


By Val Migliaccio 


delaide Sharks beat a 
tough Melbourne 
Knights with super 


sub Andrew Borghetto net- 
ting the winning goal in 
injury time at Hindmarsh 
Stadium. 

‘The only sour note was the 
Brazilian import, Pedro 
Oliviera, who was sent-off for 
his second bookable offence. 

‘The Sharks bad Jose Iriate, 
back from the M-league, in for 
Jimmy Tsekinis, 

In the ninth minute the 
Sharks strung 14 passes 
together with Iriarte’s final 
header, from six metres out, 
parried by custodian Joe 
Didulica. 

Shortly after, Iriate drib- 


bled past three 
Knights defend- 
ers and played 
the perfect] 
reverse pass, and| 
Pablo Cardozo, 
from an acute 
angle, slotted the| 
ball into the net] 
for his 11th goal 
of the season, 

és ET 
Kuzmanovie was' 


The turning 
point of the 
match came 
right on half 
time when 
Oliviera w 
lent off by refer- 
lee Panella for a 
tackle on 
Knights mid- 
fielder John 
IDidulica. 
Markovski 


replaced by Corey Artone 
after he suffered a thigh 
injury, Branko Milosevic now 
played sweeper with Artone 


going to the midfield. 

The Knights struggled 
with their momentum and a 
half chance was wasted in 
the 31st minute when Ivan 
Kelic’s header narrowly 
inissed. 


threatened the Sharks goal in 
the 65th minute only to be 
denied by goalkeeper Frank 
Mikuletic. 

Adelaide coach, Adrian 
Santrac, countered the Knights 
attacking forays by replacing 
Cardozo with the other 
Brazilian import Bigu, who 
slotted into a defensive mid- 
field role. 


He instantly made an 
impact and his fine solo effort 
was bravely stopped by Joe 
Didulica with a crunching 
challenge. 

The Knights pushed on 
and in the 73rd minute got 
their reward when John 
Didulica fed the perfect ball 
for sub Tom Pondeljak, who 
scored from seven metres 
out, 

Both sides searched for 
the winner, and it came 
when Bigu relayed a ball to 
Artone who floated a 30 
metre ball to Borghetto on 
the edge of the six-yard box 
to volley home the winner. 

And so ended an entertain- 
ing, and ultimately joyous, 
game for the Sharks*—a per- 
fect Christmas present for 
their fans, 


UTS OLYMPIC. 


..1 CANBERRA COSMOS. 


By John Economos 


TS OLYMPIC were 
topped in their 
tracks by a plucky 


Canberra Cosmos who held 
them to a 1-1 draw Sunday 
last night at the Belmore 
Sports Ground. 

Striker Norman Tome 
opened the scoring in the 14th 
minute with an incredible goal 
hit from an extremely sharp 
angle from the right into the 
far corner. 

But Canberra should have 
drawn first blood three min- 

s earlier when their classy 
Ider, and former 
Olympic player, Ivan Zelic 
stabbed in from the back post 
a corner flung over from the 
right, but was denied joy by 
Olympic’s big goalkeeper 
Bobby Catlin. 

Canberra's custodian, Tony 


Giannasca, was easily ‘Man of 
the Match’, pulling off no less 
than three absolutely fabulous 
saves to block Olympic from 
gaining all three points. 

One save Giannasca made 
was vital in the 21st minute 
when a cross by Olympic’s 
right midfielder, Steve 
Eagleton, deflected off a 
Canberra defender and was 
sailing in towards the top left 
corner of the target. However, 
an airborne Giannasca made 
an incredible one glove save 
toblock the danger. 

Almost from this point, 
Canberra’s coach Branko 
Culina made a tactical change 
by ripping off one of his twin 
centre-backs _ (Toplica 
Popovich) and he brought on 
Ilija Prenzoski as Olympic 
attacked with one central 
striker (Tome) plus two wide 
men (Eagleton, Emerton). 
Five minutes from the 


berra ‘balanced the 
books” through a fabulous 
solo goal by 19-year old strik- 
er Peter Buljan. 

He gained possession 45 
metres out and raced upfield 
towards Olympic’s box, where 
he easily rounded centre-back 
Danny Barbalace, to blast past 
Bobby Catlin. 

‘Ten minutes after the break 
central midfielder Eric 
Hristodoulou —_ clipped 
Canberra’s crossbar from 25 
metres and three minutes later, 
fellow midfielder Walter 
Ardone broke clear but was 
thwarted by Canberra’s glori- 
ous Giannasca. 

The lads from the national 
capital, in the 76th minute, 
had a marvellous chance to go 
ahead, but Zelic failed to con- 
trol a nice ball cut back to him 
on the edge of the box when a 
goal was begging. 

In a hectic last ten an 


Emerton cro! 
from the right 


his header went over the hori- 
zontal. 

Seconds later, at the other 
end, Ante Moric dribbled 
threateningly along the by-line 
from the right but inexplicably 
failed to cut in for a support 
player to hit the target. 

Almost right on the bell 
Tome’s 20 metre free-kick ric- 
ocheted off Canberra’s cross 
bar but Olympic’s rugged 
right back, Angelo Petratos, 
headed the rebound straight 
into Giannasca’s grateful 
gloves. 

Branko Culina later reflec 

“We had no les than five 
19-year olds in our side who 
could not be expected to have 
the necessary experience for 
this very hard game that was 
played from end to end. 


PERTH GLORY. 


0 SYDNEY UNITED... 


By Richard Kreider 


gallant defensive per- 
formance by seasoned 
stopper Velimir 


Kupresak, together with two 
quality goals from Abbas 
Saad, powered Sydney 
United’s gutsy 2-0 triumph 
over Glory last Sunday, 
played in front of a record 
17, 764 fans at Perth Oval. 

But it was an unlikely vic- 
tory, given that Puma Richard 
Plesa was sent-off in only the 
15th minute for a second 
bookable offence. : 

“We were given a lesson 
out there today from a team. 


with ten players that want to 
win the championship,” said a 
disappointed Glory coach 
Gary Marocchi, who gave his 
charges a severe tongue lash- 
ing behind closed doors later. 

“I'll take full blame for 
putting the eleven players out 
on the park, but they never 
gave me what I wanted. 
Sydney played well, and even 
with one player down they 
were determined to win, 
which something we 
weren't,” added the coach. 

“The boys are obviously 
very disappointed with the 
result, especially in front of 
the record crowd,” said Perth 
stopper Danny Hay 


The game was an even 
affair until the 15th minute 
Plesa red card, following hits 
‘on Samson Siasia and Gareth 
Naven. But the setback simply 
motivated the Sydneysiders to 
play with increased tenacity. 

Only the aerial dominance 
and sharp reflexes of goal- 
keeper Anthony Franken pre~ 
vented the visitors from break- 
ing through, until the 37th 
minute when a United comer 
was deflected to the far post 
where the lethal Abbas Saad 
was ideally situated to force 
the ball home with a great 
header. 

While the Glory were still 
shell-shocked, Saad netted his 


eight goal of the season two 


rising long-range missile that 
gave Franken no chance. 
The dynamic forward very 


nearly achieved a hat-trick 
four minutes before the break, 
but this time Franken was 
equal to the danger. 

Marocchi replaced Scott 
Halpin and Paul McVittie with 
the pacy duo of Vlad 
Beretoyac and Tony Carbone, 
but the home side still lacked 
the bite that was needed to 
beat the tight Puma defence of 
Socceroo keeper Zeljko Kalac, 
Barrett, Kupresak and Vrkic. 

The closest the Glory came 
to scoring was in the 85th 


8 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — DECEMBER: 30, 1997 


Pablo Cardozo: Scored his 11th goal of the season, 
giving his fans more Christmas cheer. 


“We had just one loss in 
our last eight games and 
although I’m not entirely 
pleased with the result, this 
team is not a team that scores 
many goals at the best of 
times, “ ended Culina. 

Meanwhile Olympic’s 
coach Geoff Harcombe, who 
was unfairly heckled by the 
fans for not bringing on 
Brazilian Andre Rodrigues, 
stated: “We didn’t play well 
overall but had we continued 
with our momentum that we 
showed in the first half we 
could have won by many 
goals. In the second half they 
(Canberra) didn’t really come 
at us even though we didn’t 
create too many chances. 

“Tt just wasn’t going to hap- 
pen for us tonight,” ended 
Harcombe. 


Branko Culina: “We have 
just one loss in eigh 


minute when Vrkic brougl y . 
require a huge form reversal 


down Siasia for a penalty, but 


the ex-Nigerian international 
made Kalac look good with 
the spot-kick by shooting 
straight at him. 

The two sides meet again at 
Parramatta Stadium next 


from the Perth highflyers if 
they are to knock over a 
United unit that is currently 
running hot under player- 
coach Dave Mitchell. 


Velimir Kupresak: Had a brilliant game for Sydney 
- United. 


Jolin Didulica, Deak. 


‘Milosevic (AS) 
DPensiAS) 
1 Joe Didulica (MK), 


‘OLYMPIC: Cat 
Petratos, Barbalae 
De Marigny, Jomaa,. 
Eagleton, Ardone,, 

Hristodoutou (N. 
Carle 70), Tsekent 
Emerton, Tome. 


COSMOS: 
~ Giannasca, 
Haythornthwaite, 
Roberts, Hunter, 
Popovich (Prenzoski 
23), Dee, Kelly,” 


Wilson, Buljan’ 
Wi 


1 Tome (SO) 


Franken, Wilkin 

Buljubasic, G Nave 
Miller, MeVittie 
(Beretovae 46), 
Despotoyskiy Al 
Siasia, S Halpin 
(Carbone 46), Hi 


(Trupkovic 67), Kelie, 


‘Ravanello 18), Zelie, 
yell 73), Moris 


PERTH GLORY: 


rea ABSW 
Se 


Perth Glory 
Adelaide Sharks 
UTS Olympic 
Marconi Fairfield 


Odd. 


Sydney United 2 
Melbourne Knights 1 
Canberra Cosmos 1 
Newcastle Breakers 1 


Sth Melbourne 
Wollongong City 
Gippsland Falcons 


und Fourteen Fixture: 
s courtesy of SportOdds : 


Adelaide City 
Cariton 
Brisbane Strikers 


cove & 


SportOdds 
Bet on Soccer just hy 
picking up the phone. 


132 946 _that's 132 WIN! 


Newcastle 
2.75 

Sydney United 
1.95 

Carlton 

2.00 


Brisbane 
1.70 


Melb. Knights 
1.70 

Adel. City 
2.50 
Canberra 
2.50 


Sydney Utd 
‘Sth Melbourne 
Carlton 

Perth Glory 
Wollongong 
Ad City 

Ad Sharks 
UTS Olympic. 
Marconi F 
Melb Knights. 
Gippstand 
Brisbane Str 
Canberra 
Newcastle 


Draw 
3.25 
Draw 
3.35 
Draw 
3.25 
Draw 
3.50 
Draw 
3.50 
Draw 
3.25 
Draw 
3.25 
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Marconi 


2.25 

Perth 

3.25 
Wollongong 
3.00 
Gippsland 
3.60 

Adel. Sharks 
3.75 

South Melbourne 
2.50 

UTS Olympic 
2.50 


ERICSSON CGP TABLE 


As this was written prior to 
last weekends matches, Mr 
Jones has outlined last year’s 
results and will leave it open 
10 your interpretation. 


Neweastle Breakers y 
Marconi Fairfield 

Last season Newcastle 
defeated Marconi by five 
goals to two. In the “turn 
around’ matches, the Breakers 
drew both of their matches, 
home and away, whilst 
Marconi lost at home to Perth 
before drawing the return fix- 
ture. 


Sydney United v 
Perth Glory 

The corresponding match 
finished 4-2 to United but in 
the rounds 13/14 during the 
last campaign, the Pumas lost 
0-3 away to Brisbane Strikers 
but thumped them 4-0 the fol- 
Towing week. Perth won away 

and then drew at home, 


Carlton y Wollongong 

There are no previous 
clashes between these two 
sides. 


Brisbane Strikers v 
Gippsland Falcons 

Gippsland won this fixture 
3-2 last year. 

Brisbane won at home and 
Jost away to Marconi Fairfield 
and the Falcons lost both cor- 
responding round 13/14 
games, by comprehensive 


TO WIN THE 
ERICSSON CaP 


Sth Melbourne 
Adeladie City 
Sydney United 
Perth Glory 
Wollongong 
Carlton 

Melbourne Knights 
UTS Olympic 
Adelaide Sharks 
Marconi Fairfield 
Brisbane Strikers 
Gippsland Falcons 
Canberra Cosmos 
Newcastle Breakers 


eaad (GF 
py teucen 


By Stuart Jone: 
margins. 


Melbourne Knights v 
Adelaide Sharks 

Last season: 0-0 draw. 

The Sharks, formerly West 
Adelaide, won both of their 
home and away games in 
these consecutive rounds, 
against Olympic, The Knights 
drew at home before winning 
away at Canberra Cosmos, 


Sei. 


Vase oo 


Adelaide City y South 
Melbourne 

Adelaide City won 2-1, 

City drew 2-2 against the 
Breakers before drawing 1-1 
at Breakers Stadium in the 
return. South Melbourne had 
the fortune to win 4-0 at home 
against the now defunct 
Collingwood Warriors before 
drawing 0-0 with them in the 
next fixture the following 
week. 


Canberra Cosmos y UTS 
Olympic 

Canberra lost their home 
fixture after drawing away 10 
the Knights the week before, 
Olympic lost both of their 
matches against West 
Adelaide (Adelaide Sharks) as 
they were then known. 


Saag 
2 


2.50 
2.75 
7.00 
9.00 
11,00 
21,00 
23.00 
34.00 
41,00 
67.00 
81.00 
251.00 
4001.00 
2001.00 


11 Pablo Cardozo 
10 Scott Chipperfield 
8 Abbas Saad 
7 Damian Mori 
6 Tom Pondeljak 
6 Claytone Zane 
6 Anthony Surjan 
5 David Mitchell 
5 Bob Despotovski 
5 Paul Trimboli 
5 Norman Tome 
5 Brad Maloney 


ERICSSON CUP 
LE@DING SCORERS 


Adelaide Sharks 
Wollongong City 
Sydney United 
Adelaide City 
Melbourne Knights 
Newcastle Breakers 
Wollongong City 
Sydney United 
Perth Glory 

South Melbourne 
UTS Olympic 
Marconi Fairfield 


FOLLOW THAT DREAM, SAYS AROK 


| GIPPSLAND FALCONS .Q...sssssssssesed 


BRISBANE STRIKERS........... 


By Damian Tripodi 


‘think it was Elvis Presley 
who sang ‘Follow That 
Dream’, and after last 
week’s drubbing against 
Adelaide City ‘Arok’s 
Wonders’ bounced back to 
beat the Strikers 1-0, a victo- 
ry which keeps their dream 
of top six a possibility. 
Gippsland must be 
Brisbane's bogey opponent as 
this is the Strikers’ third con- 
secutive loss against the 
Falcons. It should be interest- 
ing to see what will happen 
next week when the anomaly 
in the fixtures sees them play 


each again, this time at 
Suncorp. 
‘A goal scored in the 25th 


minute by rising star Zlatko 
Mihajlovie was enough to give 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES... 


the home side a deserved win, 

‘The class striker connected 
well at the end of a Nick 
‘Tsatlas cross sending the ball 
to the desired destination. The 
goal was the highlight of an 
ordinary game which was gen- 
erally dominated by the 
Falcons. 

Brisbane, on the other hand, 
rather than take the initiative, 
appeared content to come 
from deep and carefully moni- 
tor the movements of the 
Falcons. Nevertheless, they 
were rarely able to break the 
impenetrable Gippsland 
defence. 

Defenders Tony Sekulic, 
Lev Osman, Mark Foy, Will 
Hastie and the ever reliable 
Jim Kourtis were in devastat- 
ing form, while Argentine 
Claudio Canosa didn't give 
the great Frank Farina many 


3 


chances to show-his noted 
brilliance. 

However, Farina managed 
to break through in the 20th 
minute and again two minutes 
later, only to be denied on 
both occasions by the bril- 
liance of keeper Jim Kourtis. 

Following Mihajlovic’s 
goal, the Brisbane outfit 
appeared to lift a notch and 
take more initiative. Farina 
again featured five minutes 
later, running clear from the 
right, with space, he crossed to 
Nick Meredith, but his shot 
was deflected by Canosa. 

‘The second half turned out 
to bea justre affair with 
chances from both sides going 
Brisbane had more of 
but its noted strike 
could not pass the ever 
solid Falcons defence — long 
shots at goal from both sides 


CARLTON 


was the order of the day. 

In the final minutes, with 
all three substitutes on the 
ground, ‘Arok’s Wonders” 
were a ‘closed shop’ and 
stoutly defended their lead. 

After the game Falcons 
coach Frank Arok stated: 
“This was an important win, 
we played well and we are 
only two games off the top 
six. We can still dream and 
while it is still mathematically 
possible to make the final six, 
we shall follow that dream,” 

An obviously disappointed 
Brisbane coach Frank Farina 
stated that his team should 
have scored a goal in the first 
half, however he admitted that 
his side played ordinary foot- 
ball, “Our midfield and attack 
did not play well. The major 
contributors were the defend- 
ers,” added Farina. 


By Phil Murphy 


,236 excited fans saw 

Wollongong Wolves 

turn on the style in a 
tering first half to beat 
full-timers Carlton 3-1 in 
Sunday’ ight’s game at 
Brandon Park, 

A feature of the game was 
the performance of Wolves” 
Alvin Ceccoli, before a knee 
injury forced him off the field 
20 minutes from the end. 

Back operating wide on the 
left, Ceccoli is one of the most 
consistently damaging players 
in the league, 

The newly privatised Wolves 
have now won three of their last 


bI 


four outings and have moved up 
to fifth, scoring 15 goals and 
bringing entertainment with a 
capital ‘E’ back to the league in 
the process. 

Tt took the home side 22 
minutes to hit the front, Alvin 
Ceccoli havi shot deflect- 
ys dangerous 
Scott Chipperfield, and, from 
his cross, Tony eal had 


Five minutes hes the Reds 
were (Wo goals up after the 
brilliant Anthony Surjan drove 
home his fourth spot kick of 
the season after a foul on 
Chipperfield in the box. 

Things only got worse for the 
‘professionals’ from Melbourne. 


Seven minutes before the 
interval, Carlton were reduced 


to ten men when Con 
Anthopoulos own the 
red card after a tackle on his 


first half nemesis, Scott 
Chipperfield. 

To end a dismal half for the 
Blues, Surjan took a comer on 
the left and Ceccoli took 
advantage of a flat-footed 
defence to head the ball home. 

The second half started 
with locally produced midfield 
dynamo, Matt Horsley, having 
two efforts kept out by Carlton 
keeper Dean Anastasiadis. 

Nevertheless John 
Markovski, with his sweet left 
peg, scored direct from a cor- 


ner to give Carlton a consola- 
tion goal in time added on. 

Carlton supremo Eddie 
Kmeevic said after the game he 
was disappointed with the 
Anthopoulos red card and the 
penalty. He felt aggrieved by 
both decisions and thought they 
changed the course of the game. 
‘olves coach Nick ‘The 
Perfectionist’ Theodorako: 
poulos said he was disappoint- 
ed his players didn’t go on 
with the job after half time. 

“We provided the big 
crowd with some great stuff in 
the first half. We played well 
in the second half but against 
ten men we really should have 
punished Carlton.” 


SOUTH MELBOURNE.... 


ADELAIDE CITY. 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


outh Melbourne gave 

‘Adelaide City plenty of 

cause for concern for 
next week's return match, 
going on a goalscoring spree 
winning 4-1 at Bob Jane 
Stadium on Sunday. 

South were a different 
in every department to the vi 
itors, who regained Socceroos 
Alex Tobin, Milan Ivanovic 
and Damian Mori for the 
game. 

‘The visitors were 2-0 down 
inside 20 minutes after an 
opening burst from South that 
made the usually reliable 
Zebra defence wilt under sus- 


tained pressure. 
‘Angelo Costanzo had 
another trip to South 


Melbourne he'd rather forget. 
10 


Sweeper Angelo Costanzo 
was wholly responsible for 
South’s first goal in the 11th 
minute. He brought down 
Goran Lozanovski just 
the touch line on the 
hand side and then directed 
Lozanovski's free-kick past 
his own keeper. 

Seven minutes later the 
Zebras gave away another 
free-kick, this time just out- 
side the penalty area, and it 
was free-kick ‘maestro’ Con 
Boutsianis who made them 
pay with a magnificent effort 
that found the top corner. 

City briefly rallied and 
pulled one goal back in 29 
minutes. 

Scott Thomas ball into the 
area, meant for Kris 
Trajanovski, was handled by 
South sweeper Tansel Baser. 
Mori stepped up and duly 


scored his 99th Ericsson Cup 
goal. 

But the Zebras gave away a 
penalty of their own just two 
minutes later. 

Paul Trimboli and David 
Clarkson set up Boutsianis 
who was brought down by 
Nick Sabljak. 

Skipper Trimboli. back 
from Socceroo duty, comfort- 
ably beat Petkovic from the 
spot. 

South remained in complete 
control in the second half and 
rounded the game off with a 
final goal from substitute 
Michael Curcija four minutes. 
from time. 

Vaughan Coveny’s blister- 
ing effort was palmed away by 
Petkovic but John 
Anastasiadis picked up the 
loose ball and crossed to the 
far post for Curcija to head 


in. 

“We were just never in the 
game,” was Zebras coach John 
ple explanation 
of his team’s disappointing 
displ 

“We were in the game for 
one minute when we got the 
penalty and then we gave it 
straight away so it's very dis- 


is made no excuses 
ing that his team had 
played poorly. 

“Hopefully, when the come 
to our place next week we do 
a little bit better ... actually a 
Jot better.” 

Ange Postecoglou was. 
delighted with his team’s 
showing, saying that getting 
an early goal was important. 

“We started the game 
exactly how I wanted to. I had 
a feeling that because 
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Lev Osman: The brilliant Falcon was instrumental in 
the victory for ‘Arok's Wonders’. 


John Markovski: The talented Blues striker scored a 
consolation for the shell-shocked visitors. 


lot of football in the last six 
weeks that if we came out up- 
tempo they might find it diffi- 
cult. 


“Kachide iy haven't hada 


and once they get a few games 
under their belt, they'll hit 
their stride.” 


Con Boutsianis: Strong game for South. 


They re sll a quality side 


FALCONS: Kou 
Bell, Canosa, Gotis: 
(Mitroutis 81), Tsaltas, 
8 


BRISBANE STRIK- 
_ ERS: Bolton, Gywnne, _ 
Zoricich, Meredith, 
farina, Brown, T 
ee Hews (8 
ranney 64), ait 
Packer, Harper 
(Webrinan 74) 


eee 
1 Gwynne (BS) 


Stanton, Horsley, 8 
(Dimoski $8), Reda 
(Spencer 72), 
Chipperfield, Souris, 
Perinich, Huxtey, Mai 
t{LTON: Anastasiadis, 
Stergiopoutos, Hunter, 
Douglas, Anthopoulos, 
Marusic, Viahos (Allsop - 
52), Colosimo (Cervinski | 
46), Grella (Vargas 45) 
Markovski, Atiins 
SCORERS; 
Wolves: 
Perinich 22 


Ceceoli 44 
Carlton: 
ee H 


3 Surian(W) Hi i] 
2iCeceokh (Wi) s1 ] 


1 Anastasiadis (C) : 


SOUTH: MPetkovic, 
Tosifidis, De Amicis, 
Blatsis Goutzioul 
20), Clarkson, 
‘Primboli (Cureija 76), 
Damianos, Boutsianis 
(Coveny 64), 
‘Lozanovski, Baser, 
Anastasiadis, i 
ZEBRAS: J Petkoyic, 
Armour, Lyanoyie, 
Tobin, Costanzo, 

Mori, Hassell 
75), Gibson, 
‘Trajanoyski, Thomas, 
Sabfjak (Mennillo 52), 

2 es . 
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NEWCASTLE. 


weneene: 


By John Economos 


arconi battled 
before eventually 
edging out a defi- 


ant and spirited Newcastle 
Breakers 2-1 last Saturday 
night at the Marconi 
Stadium. 

The home side were 
hugely inspired by gangling 
striker Francis Awaritefe, 
who not only opened the 
scoring but laid on his cap- 
tain Brad Maloney’s second 
half goal to cement 
Marconi’s victory. 

Awaritefe, despite not hav- 
ing trained for six weeks 
because of a thigh injury, was 
everywhere as the young 
Novocastrians had great diffi- 
culty in harnessing this 
marksman, 

However, eight minutes 
before half time it seemed 
Awaritefe had turned from. 
hero to villain, when his 


unorthodox left footed penalty 
was well saved by 
Newcastle’s goalkeeper Liam 
Baker, diving 
sharply to his 
right. 

Referee 
Con Diomos 
had awarded 
the spot-kick 
ruling 
Newcastle 
centre back 
Mathew 
Austin had 
fouled 
Awaritefe 
inside the 
box. 

The se) 
Stallions drew first blood in 
the 15th minute when 
Maloney passed wide to right 
wingback Luke Casserly, 
whose flat cross into the six 
yard box was flicked into the 
net by Awaritefe on the back- 
post. 

Newcastle stung back right 


on half time with a precious 
equaliser from their towering 
striker Clayton Zane. 
Playmaker 
Mark Wilson 
put Zane 
through who 
in a flash 
spun 
Marconi’s 
centre back 
Dominic 
Longo before 
driving hard 
from the right 
into the bot- 
tom far cor- 
ner of the tar- 


et, 

The home 
side regained their lead when 
Maloney scored his fifth of 
the season courtesy of Man of 
the Match Awaritefe’s cross 
from the right, 

The young Newcastle 
side showed plenty of fight, 
despite their youth, as the 
midfield of Peter Ritchie, 


Mark Wilson and Mathew 
Lowe more than matched 
Marconi’s high profiled trio 
of Gabriel Mendez, ‘Bugsy’ 
Maloney and Vlado Zoric. 

Neweastle’s sweeper 
Shane Pryce and striker 
Zane also did well for the 
Breakers while Marconi’s 
best were Awaritefe and 
Korean sweeper Pan-Keun 
Kim. 

Zoran Matic said later: 
“Things didn’t fall easily 
into place and we should 
have created more chances 
which of course didn’t hap- 
pen, Newcastle will resist 
you and I am very surprised 
that they have not won more 
matches than they have.” 

Meanwhile, an obviously 
unhappy John Kosmina 
reflected: “We did well to get 
back into the game, We didn’t 
take our chances when they 
did come and gave away soft- 
ies at the other end.” 


SCI 


RNITURE | 


Francis Awaritefe: A Man-of-the-Match performance 
by big Francis. 


Casserly, Mende: 
(Care 79), Malo 


“MARCONE: Covi 
Babic, Kim, Longo, 


Book Review 


BY Almont 


occer fans haye waited 

a long time for a book 

like this to be written 
‘Australia, and when you 
read this you’ll know it has 
been well worth the wait. 

Fascinating for those in the 
West and us in the East who 
would like to know more 
about the flourishing scene 
over there — and its rich his- 
tory — this book coyers 
everything from the early days 
in the late eighteenth century, 
to the War years, the amateur 
revolution and of course the 
runaway success of Perth 
Glory. 

Additionally the reader is 
skilfully taken through areas 
such as Bush Soccer, the suc- 
cessful state team, Media and 
the Ladies Soccer revolution. 

What makes this book so 
special is that it is written 
from the heart, by a writer 
who has lived, played and 
breathed the passionate world 
of WA Soccer for the best part 
of 25 years, 

The photos are great — the 
black-and-white and colour 
shots are outstanding (the 


Sampdoria photos and the 
local juniors are just terrific), 
and there is even a wonderful 
WA Soccer poem written by 
Ted Gray, a player in the 
1940s (who, we find out, is 
still involved fifty years on!), 
My favourite chapter is the 
‘Diary of a Federation 1960- 
1996’, a fascinating insight 


Soccer organisations. Some of 
the information about players, 
sponsors and the results over 
the years is very informative 
and clearly shows some of the 
great games against quality 
overseas opposition. 

I really enjoyed this book 
because it is well written, 
informative and beautifully 
put together, with quality pic- 
tures to match. 

The author is ABSW’s 
Western Australian writer, 
Richard Kreider, and together 
with the publishers, 
SportsWest Media, they have 
generously allowed a $12 dis- 
count as an introductory offer 
for ABSW readers only (see 
below for the details). 

After reading this superb 
book I can honestly say it is a 
great read and well worth buy- 
ing, especially at such a great 
price. Enjoy ... 


*A Soecer Century’ 
A ehronicle of Western Australian Soccer from 
1896 to 1996 


By Richard Kreider 


For ABSW readers the 
book is on special offer: 
Only $15, and this includes 


postage. 


‘Cheques payable to: 
SPORTSWEST MEDIA 
PO BOX 444 
CLOVERDALE 

WA 6105 


What they are say- 
ing about Richard 
Kreider’s ‘A Soccer 
Century’. 

“At last, the defini- 
tive study of WA 
Soccer. A fascinating 
and meticulously 
detailed. account of 


100 years with all the 


personalities and 
Stars.” 

Mel Moffat (The 
West Australian) 


“ A comprehensive 
record of West 
Australia’s first hun- 
dred years of soccer 
which will interest fol- 
lowers of the interna- 
tional sport. Rare pho- 
tographs of past eras 
and a detailed history 
of events.” 

Russell Whitson 
(Sunday Times) 


Richard Kreider: The author. 


se. 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — DECEMBER 30, 1997 11 


COMMENTS 


aving taken a deep 
breath at the end 
of 1997, a year which 
Australian soccer 
surely reached its 
highest heights in 
terms of national 
interest, it is now time 
to look ahead, ask what 
1998 will be like and, 
maybe, even be bold 
enough to make some 
predictions. 
Internationally of 
course, the year will be 
dominated by the World 
Cup Finals in France and a 
major turning point in the 
game’s administration; the 
retirement of FIFA chief 
Joao Havelange. 


Joao Havelange. 


Locally the game is 
again poised for more 
turmoil. Soccer Australia 
chairman David Hill under 
pressure from political 
foes, the final decision on 
the next national coach is 
bound to be controversial, 
and there will be further 
evolutionary changes to 
our club structure and the 
national league. 


David Hill. 


The recently signed 
document by some state 
federations, pledging 
confidence in Hill, suggests 
that some anti-Hill moves 
are being prepared and the 
fact the both NSW and 
Victoria abstained from 
signing the document 


| illustrates that the game, 

| politically. is split on the 
issue. Hill will have to 

| survive a stormy AGM 

| early in the year but I 
believe he will. There is no 

| viable alternative coming 
forward to replace him ina 
spill and he will retain his 
chairmanship without a 
spill being made. 

But his job won't be 
easy. He will have to find 
a national coach and in a 
way that suggests he has 
learnt from Australia’s 
World Cup failure. In this 
sense,  re-appointing 
Venables as a part-timer is 
not an option. That would 
mean making changes to 
the set-up that existed 
during the last World Cup 
campaign and, therefore, 
making no 
acknowledgment that 
something went wrong. 
And the public view is that 
something did go wrong. 

Specifically, there was a 
lack of preparation which 
is roundly blamed by some 
on Venables’ other 
distractions. 

My prediction is that 
Hill will bide his time on 
this issue for as long as he 
can but eventually he will 
bow to public opinion and 
re-appoint Venables full- 
time or show him the door. 

It will be a stormy time 
on the club front. UTS 
Olympic’s takeover by 
Rene Rivkin will be 
completed and there will be 
a blaze of publicity around 
the changes his soccer 
lieutenant Dominic Galati 
will make to the club and 


LETTERS ... 


Continued from Page 6 


PRISCILLA QUEEN OF 
THE ERICSSON CUP 


Dear Sir, 

It seems that every football supporter has 
had his/her say about the game in Australia, so 
I thought that I might as well have mine. 

I want to set the record straight: David Hill 
and Terry Venables are the best thing to happen 
in Australian Football EVER. Thank God they 
are planning to stay on, no matter what the 
‘conditions’ may be. If David Hill hadn’t taken 
over the reins, the game as we know it in 
Australia would be in a more parlous state than 
Rugby League. 

There is also the talk about how to get the 
crowds back to the Ericsson Cup. Here’s a tip 
for the clubs: IT’S CALLED ADVERTISING! 

I live in Brisbane, but I am a Melbourne 
Knights fan, therefore, 1 buy the Melbourne 


papers. 

‘The only club that has advertised is South 
Melbourne (not a full page ad mind you), and 
they seem to get decent support. 

Eyen the champions, Brisbane, don’t 
capitalise on last year’s success, they have an 
ad in the Courier Mail once a week that is 3em 
by 2cm in size, A team like the Knights must 
use their history and success to get crowds in, 
like the Brisbane Broncos, who have large ads 
in newspapers, magazines, TV etc. 

Also, free tickets should be given away. Sell 
our product. People are always into something 
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if it's for free. Take Suncorp Stadium for 
example. It holds 45,000 people, and an 
average of 4,500 turn up to watch the Strikers 
(including myself), so they should give away 
free tickets to all those out on the streets. You 
can’t tell me 10,000 wouldn't turn up? 

Finally we need to keep tradition in the 
game, and I am not just talking about the ethnic 
issue, I am talking about teams that have a 
‘Super league’ feel to their match day 
presentation. Y'know, those clubs that play 
stupid music during the game, or after a goal 
has been scored. One club played ‘We will rock 
you’, after they scored. What a load of crap! If I 
‘wanted to hear music I would go to a concert. 

Now teams are using stupid names (like the 
proposed Northern Spirit). What kind of name 
is that? 

‘Also teams are going for these fluoro 
colours in their kits, before you know it 
there will be a team from Sydney called the 
Sydney Spirit, who will turn out for their 
games in a nice off the shoulder pink 
number with sequins. Does this sound all too 
familiar? 

Yeah, sounds like that Mickey Mouse league 
in the US. How can we be taken seriously if we 
tum our great league into a freak show? 

Nathan Micallef 
Hillcrest, QLD 
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its profile. 


Perth 


Glory’s 
management} 
will get 
restless over 
the horrid 
gap that 
exists 
between the 
club’s 
fortunes and 
the rest of ao 
the league. 
With Glory 
attracting 
crowds of 
17,000 and 
some other 
clubs 2,000, it will imply 
they are subsidising a 
league that is being 
forgotten and 
overshadowed by national 


team priorities. 
Then there will be the 
rallying for the 


composition of the 1998/99 
national league. Sydney’s 
Northern Spirit will mount 
an impressive application 
to join, as will Auckland 
(although how their 
inclusion would be a gain 
for the league I don’t 
know). There may be 
pressure put back on one of 
the Sydney clubs and some 
of the less industrious, like 


Terry Venables. 


Canberra and 
+ Gippsland, to 
show cause why 
they should be 
included. My 
own view is that 
the league 
should be 
expanded to at 
least 16 clubs so 
we may have a 
longer season, 
enhancing the 
prospect of full- 
sr time _profes- 
sionalism. 

The game 
will undergo 
some political 
pains at world level too, 
as Joao Havelange 


yy 


prepares to make way for 
a new FIFA president in 
early June. Whether you 
liked or hated him, the 
legacy of his 24-year 
reign at the helm of the 
world game is massive 


and who takes over is 
crucially important to the 
sport. Europe’s Lennart 
Johansson remains the 
only candidate but I don’t 
believe he will win. He is 
not popular outside 
Europe, where he is seen 
as a wily politician with 
little vision on where the 
game should be heading. 
There will be increased 
talk of Michel Platini or 
Franz Beckenbauer as 
alternatives, but I believe 
that, in the end, current 
General Secretary Sepp 
Blatter will emerge as the 
next president. And so he 


CANae, 
2 


Gsmos 


should. A brilliant 
administrator, he will 
fepresent continuity from 
a regime which has 
brought unparalleled 
prosperity to the World 
Game. 

Finally, the World Cup, 
which will be the biggest 
and most watched of all 
time. Virtually all the 
planet will tune in to the 
month long extravaganza, 
won in the end by Brazil. 
This is not a bold 
prediction. So brilliant 
are Brazil today that it 
would be simply foolish 
to tip against them. 
Because the World Cup 
will be more of a 
marathon than ever, the 
great stayers of the world 
game will fare well: 
Germany, England, 
France, Argentina and, 
for once, Spain. 


The potentially 
brilliant, but erratic, 
teams like Holland, 


Yugoslavia and Croatia 
won't be able to hack it, 

But it will be a great 
World Cup, at the end of 
which we will sit and 
think about Australia ... 
and what might have 
been. 


SPECIAL REDUCED 
AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 
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1997 


has certainly been a 
top year for women’s 
Soccer in Australia — 


fa year where our National team took on 
siest and most challenging 
fernational program in history, both at 
home and on foreign soil, and which 
included matches against the top three 
nations in the world: USA, China, and 
Norway. 

We entered a new era with the 
appointment of Greg Brown as National 
coach, a move which has seen the 
development of a new playing system — 
disciplined in defensive duties, creative in 
possession, and flexible according to the 
opponent and conditions. 

On the selection front, as well as a 
number of debutantes, Brown has 
successfully recalled three 1995 World Cup 
players — Anissa Tann-Darby, Traci 
Bartlett, and Julie Murray, 

The two demoralising lows — thrashings 
at the hands of USA and Norway — were 
balanced out by the two big upset wins over 


China and Sweden. Both played an equal 
part in the growth of our elite footballers. 

The nature of the program, the regularity 
of top flight matches, and the variety of 
evels of opposition has allowed Brown to 
both experiment and consolidate, and most 
importantly of all, the squad has developed 
enormously from the experience and the 
lessons learnt. 

1997 was the year our inaugural national 
league — the Ansett Australia Summer 
Series — was run and won. It was heralded 
‘a great success by all involved and provided 
consistent high level competition on the 
domestic front. The Queensland Academy 
improved with each round, culminating 
with a win over the SA Institute to claim the 
first league crown. The second season 
began recently and it appears to be bigger 
and better than last year, 

On the local front, the over-Il standard 
has increased, and the registration numbers 
haye again shown exciting increases, 


000 


International 


\% Ww D 


themselves, in order to improve, this 


AUSTRALIAN TEAM: 
The Matildas 


16 6 1 9 
When you consider that Australia chose to play sides much higher than 


which hopefully will reap benefits in the future. 


Record 1997 


L ip A 
21 40 


is an encouraging record, and one 


aa 


Amy Taylor — 
Kim Revell 
Bryony Duus. 
Kristy Moore 
Sarah ‘Cooper 


CAPS 
MILESTONE 


Central defender Anissa Tann-Darby 
created history this year, becoming the 
first female Aussie to attain 50 ‘A’ 
internationals. 

‘The former captain reached the half- 
century in Australia’s match against 
Finland, and in recognition of her feat, 
was again given the captaincy for the 
match, 

The record was especially sweet for 
Tann-Darby who this year was recalled 
into the national squad after a two-year 
absence. 


STRALIA’S 
GOALSCORERS 1997 : 


SHE ENNNNUUS 


JANENE MAR 


(Aug ‘97) 


he month-long European Tour presented a variety of 

opposition in terms of rankings and styles, and a perfect 
opportunity for Brown to further develop the team’s system of 
play, especially organisation on the field and flexibility to adjust 
to new unknown teams. 

The tour kicked off with a bang with a great win over sixth- 
ranked Sweden, but ended on a disappointing note, but again the 
experience was invaluable, The squad included: 

Traci Bartlett, Sharon Black, Lisa Casagrande, Sarah Cooper, 
Bryony Duus, Alicia Ferguson, Alison Forman, Sonia Gegenhuber 
(c), Belinda Kitching, Kristy Moore, Julie Murray, Amanda 


lhe Ram Sports Cup featured Olympic gold medallists USA 
in their first ever visit to Australia in a three-test match 
series against the Matildas. 

This decision to take the high profile teams to regional areas 
proved a winning formula with huge crowds turning out for the 
occasion in Bathurst and Canberra. 

The Aussies, led jointly by coaches Greg Brown and Jeff 
Olver, were a little outclassed in match one, but showed true 
fighting spirit and attacking grit in the remainder for two 


STATE 


ACT 

4th Ansett Australia Summer Series 
3rd Australian Junior Cship 

Ist Australian Youth Cship 

NSW 

3rd Ansett Australia Summer Series 
4th Australian Youth Cship 

2nd Australia Cship 

NNSW. 

Sth Ansett Australia Summer Series 
5th ~e-Austealian Youth Cship 

Ist Australian Cship 

NT 

4th —~ Australian Cship 

QLD 

Ist Ansett Australia Summer Series 
2nd Australian Junior Cship 


Paterson, Kim Revell, Cheryl Salisbury, Bridgette Starr, Kristyn 
Swaffer, Anissa Tann-Darby, Amy Taylor, Tammie Thornton, 


Sacha Wainwright, 
Australia 1 Sweden 0 
Australia 4 Hungary 0 
Australia 1 ‘The Netherlands 1 
Australia 0 Belgium al 
Australia 5 Estonia 1 
Australia 0 Finland Z 
Australia 1 Norway if 


RAM SPORTS CUP 
(Feb-Miar ‘97) 


competitive and thrilling spectacles, 

Team: Louisa Bisby, Sharon Black, Katrina Boyd, Debra 
Carlin, Lisa Casagrande, Lisa Dunne, Sonia Gegenhuber, Sunni 
Huighes (c), Belinda Kitching, Joanne Peters, Joanne Powell, 
Kim Reyell, Chery! Salisbury, Bridgette Starr, Kristyn Swaffer, 
Amy Taylor, Tammie Thornton, Amy Wilson, Shelley Youman. 


Australia 0 USA 4 
Australia 1 USA 3 
Australia 0 USA 3 


STATS 


3rd Australian Youth Cship 

3rd Australian Cship 

SA 

2nd Ansett Australia Summer Series 
Ist Australian Junior Cship 

7th Australian Cship 

TAS 

6th Australian Cship 

VIC 

6th Ansett Australia Summer Series 
4th Australian Junior Cship 

2nd Australian Youth Cship 

Sth Australian Cship 

WA 

Sth Australian Junior Cship 

6th Australian Youth Cship 

8th Australian Cship 


- DEBUTANTES, 


Six players made their 
international debut for Australia 
during 1997; 

Amy Taylor 

Kristy Moore 

Alicia Ferguson 

Amanda oN 

Tracie McGovern 

Trudy Diamond 


ihe Tri-Nations again brought exciting football to Australia 

with Olympic silver medallist China on their first visit here. 
New Zealand brought an unknown combination but showed 
great passion and determination to cause a few scares. 

‘The tournament opened with China outclassing the Matildas 
with a formidable attacking display in the first half. But over the 
course of the event, the Aussies worked on their mistakes and 
were hungry and organised enough to upset the Chinese 2-1 in 
the final — Australia’s greatest ever result. 
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TRI-NATIONS SERIES: 


Aussie shock world elite 


Traci Bartlett, Sharon Black, Katrina Boyd, Lisa 
Casagrande, Sarah Cooper, Trudy Diamond, Alicia Ferguson, 
Sonia Gegenhuber (c), Sunni Hughes, Belinda Kitching, Tracie 
McGovern, Kristy Moore, Kim Revell, Cheryl Salisbury, 
Bridgette Starr, Anissa Tann-Darby, Tracey Wheeler, Amy 


Wilson, Shelley Youmman. 
Australia 0 China 
Australia 2 New Zealand 0 
Australia 2 China 1 
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ENGLAND 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


Cc hampions Manchester United strolled to a 2- 
0 win over Everton and opened a six-point 
lead in the Premier League. 

Blackburn Rovers stayed second on 40 points after a 
0-0 draw at Sheffield Wednesday while Chelsea were a 
point behind in third place afier a mistake by defender 
Frank Sinclair gave Wimbledon a 1-1 reward. 

But the biggest surprise of the day was provided by 
Aston Villa’s Stan Collymore, who scored twice in his 
club's 4-] rout of Tottenham Hotspur, after being 
charged by police with assault on Wednesday. 

‘The goals doubled the out-of-form striker’s previous 
tally of two in 21 matches since he joined Villa from 
Liverpool for $11.7 million at the start of the season. 

Man United’s Norwegian defender Henning Berg 
beat compatriot Thomas Myhre in the Everton goal with 
a 14th minute header — his first league goal for the 
leaders and the first Myhre had conceded in English 
soccer. 

Striker Andy Cole made it 2-0 in the 35th with a 
delightful chip for his 12th league goal. 

Everton, two points off the bottom, replaced injured 
captain Dave Watson with 16-year-old defender Francis 
Jeffers in the second half, 

Liverpool moved up to fourth place on 34 points, 
ahead of Leeds on goal difference, after beating the 
fifth-placed side 3-1 at Anfield, 

Michael Owen opened the scoring in the 46th minute 
and Robbie Fowler followed with two more. Leeds 
grabbed an 84th minute consolation goal through Alf 
Inge Haaland. 

Blackburn manager Roy Hodgson declared himself 
happy with his draw but Chelsea probably felt sicker 
than most after Sinclair’s poor back pass gifted 
Wimbledon’s Michael Hughes an equaliser in the 28th 
minute, 

Italian Gianluca Vialli had put Chelsea ahead on eight 
minutes from close range, after a fine pass from 
Norwegian Tore Andre Flo, for his 12th goal of the 
season. 

“In the second half there was not a lot between the 
sides and it’s not often you can come to Chelsea and say 
that,” said Wimbledon manager Joe Kinnear, 

Arsenal ended their recent indifferent run with a 2-1 
win at home to Leicester to stay sixth. But French 
manager Arsene Wenger had a nervous time as his side 
buckled under a Leicester fightback, Former England 
captain David Platt flicked in the opening goal in the 
36th minute with a close range header off a free kick 
from Dennis Bergkamp. 

Leicester captain Steve Walsh provided the second 
with a spectacular 56th minute own goal, the ball 
ballooning off his knee high into the air and then down 
behind goalkeeper Kasey Keller and into the net. 

Neil Lennon pulled a goal back for Leicester in the 
Tith after England goalkeeper David Seaman, going 
through a hesitant patch of form, made a mistake, 

Tottenham were still without the returning Juergen 
Klinsmann and were ripped apart at Villa Park, 

Collymore scored in the 82nd and 89th but also 
missed another gaping chance. Mark Draper scored 
Villa’s other goals while Colin Calderwood hit Spurs’ 
goal in the 59th after the ball appeared to go in off his 
arm. 


West Ham moved up to eighth place on 28 points, 
afier beating Coventry 1-0 for their eighth win in nine 
league matches at home this season. 

Newcastle had David Batty dismissed and dropped to 
tenth after losing 1-0 at Derby through a fourth minute 
penalty from Italian Stefano Eranio. 


Arsenal 2 Leicester 1 
Aston Villa 4 Tottenham 1 
Bolton 1 Barnsley 1 
Chelsea 1 Wimbledon 1 
C Palace 1 Soton 1 
Derby Cty 1 Newcastle 0 
Liverpool 3 Leeds 1 
Man Utd 2 Everton 0 
Shef Wed 0 Blackburn 0 
West Ham 1 Coventry 0 

PWDLFAWDL F 4Pts 
ManUtd 209 1 0 304 5 3 2179 46 
Blackbum 20 7 2 1 2310 4 5 1 13 9 40 
Chelsea 206 2 1177 6 1 4 291339 
Liverpool 19 7 0 3 23103 4 2 11 8 34 
Leeds 20 5 2 3 1511 S 2 3 141134 
Arsenal 19 6 2 2 218 3 4 2 131433 
Derby 207 3 0205 2 2 6 142232 
WestHam 20 8 0 1 186 1 1 9 8 2528 
Leicester 20 3 5 3 12104 1 4 121027 
Newcastle 19 5 3 3 1211 2 2 4 8 1226 
Aston Villa20 5 2 3 1614 2 2 6 8 1225 
WimbledonI9 3 2 5 11143 4 2 9 8 24 
CPalae 200 4 5 6 15 5 3 3 1211 22 
Sheff Wed 20 5 2 4 1817 1 2 6 13 26 22 
Soton 205 1 4 17141 2 7 7 1621 
Bolton 203 6 19 7 1 3 6 8 2321 
Coventry 203 6 1 14101 2 7 3 1620 
Tottenham 20 4 2 4 1114 1 2 7 7 2219 
Everton 20 3 2 4 1113 1 3 7 6 1617 
Bamsley 20 2 2 5 10202 1 8 8 3115 


Latest Premier League results are on page 7. 


DIVISION ONE 


Charlton 2 Norwich 1 
Crewe 1 Man City 0 
Hud’ field 0  M’brough 1 
Ipswich 0 B'HamCity | 
N Forest 3. Swindon 0 
Portsmouth 3. QPR 1 
Reading 2 WBA 1 
Stockport 3 Port Vale 0 
Stoke City 2 Shef Utd 2 
Sunderland 2 Bradford 0 
Tranmere 0 Bury 0 
Wolves 1 Oxford Utd 0 

PWDLFAWDL F APts 
Midsboro’ 24 7 2 2 207 7 4 2 201248 
NForest 2410 2 1 3012 4 4 3 10 9 48 
Charlton 249 2 1 2613 4 3 5 191744 
Sheff Utd 24 8 3 0 219 3 7 3 151543 
Sun'land 23 6 4 219 8 6 2 3 181342 
West Brom 24 8 1 3 13 8 4 3 5 13 15 40 
Wolves 248 4 0 22113 27 8 1539 
Stockport 248 4 0 2711 3 1 8 152138 
Swindon 24 8 3 1 23103 27 9 2438 
B'mingham24 5 3 3 127 4 5 4 13 1235 
Bradford 24 6 4 2 1311 2 5 5 9 1333 
QPR 246 4 21510 2 2 8 142930 
Norwich 24 4 4 4 1117 4 2 6 13 1730 
Stoke 244 3 415143 4 6 11 18 28 
Reading 245 3 5 18192 4 5 5 1728 
Ipswich 23 4 3 4 1312 2 6 4 14 14 27 
Oxford 245.3 3 1511 2 2 9 1423.26 
PortVale 24 4 4 4 1411 3 1 8 122226 
Crewe 243 2 8 1323 4 1 6 14 1624 
ManCity 244 3 5 1611 2 3 7 101723 
P'mouth 23 5 2 6 2022 1 3 6 9 1523 
Tranmere 23 5 3 4 1814 1 2 8 102023 
H'udsfield 24 3 3 6 1116 3 2 7 132223 
Bury 243 6 311121 5 6 112023 

DIVISION TWO 
B’mouth 4 Gillingham 0 
Brentford 1 Southend 1 
Bristol C 4 Millwall 1 
Bumley 0 Che’field 0 
Carlisle 1 Blackpool 1 
Luton 2 North’pton 2 
Plymouth 1 Fulham 4 
Preston NE 1 Oldham 1 
Walsall 0 Bristol R 1 
Wrexham 2 Wigan A 2 
Wycombe 0 Watford 0 
York City 0 Grimsby 0 
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DIVISION THREE 
Barnet 2 Peterborough 0 
Brighton 4 Colchester 4 
Cambridge 1 Leyton Orient 0 
Cardiff City 1 Exeter City 1 
Darlington 4 Macclesfield z 
Doncaster Pp Mansfield P 
Hartlepool 3 Scarborough 0 
Hull City 1 Chester City 2 
Lincoln City 0 Rotherham 1 
Rochdale 3 Shrewsbury 1 
Scunthorpe 1 Notts County 2 
Torquay 2 SwanseaCity 0 


SCOTLAND 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27, 
1997 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
Aberdeen 3. Moth’well 0 
Windass 63 
Jess 83,86p 
Dunfermline 1 Hearts 3 
Bingham 16p Hamilton 7 

Westwater 280g 
Salvatori 33 
Hibernian 0 Kilmarnock 1 
Wright 43 
Rangers 4 Dundee Utd 1 
Laudrup 43 Olofsson 28 
Cleland 44 
Negri 82,90p 
St Johnstone 1 Celtic 0 
O'’Boyle 72 
PWDUFAWODL F APts 
Rangers 19 8 2 0 33 11 4 4 1 181042 
Hearts 197 0 223146 1 3 191040 
Celtic 196 12205 6 1 3 14 8 38 
Kilmamocki9 4 1 4 8 13 3 3 4 102025 
Dundee Utd19 4 3 2 16 7 2 3 5 1423 24 
StI'stone 19 4 2 4 1013 2 3 4 1013.23 
D'fermline 19 2 5 3 1216 3 1 5 1021 21 
Motherwell19 2.2 5 9 133 2 5 141919 


Aberdeen 19 2 4 4 1114°1 3 5 9 2016 
Hibernian 19 3 3 4 1916 0 2 7 4 1714 
DIVISION ONE 
Airdrie 2 St Mirren 1 
Ayr Utd 2 Morton 1 
Dundee 0 i 1 
Hamilton 0 1 
Stirling Alb 3 2 

PWODOL F APts 
1911 5 3 289 38 
19 10 3 6 28 28 33 
19 9 4 6 271931 
18 8 4 6 26 23 28 
18 6 8 4 2022 26 
196 4 9 242722 
19 6 4 9 222822 
19 4 7 8 263219 
Stirling 19 4 7 8 253119 
Morton 19 5 4 10222919 


DIVISION TWO 
Clydebank 2 Clyde 1 
Forfar 5 Brechin 0 
Cal Thistle 4 East Fife 0 
Sth’semuir 1 Livingston zi 
Stranraer 3 Qu South 4 

PWDL F APts 
‘Clydebank 18.9 8 1 28 1435 
Livingston 18 9 6 3 292033 
QSouth 18 8 3 7 303027 
Forfar 18 6 6 6 35 33 24 
Clyde 18 6 6 6 25 23 24 
Stranraer 18 5 7 6 2928.22 
East Fife 18 6 3 9 243421 
St'muir 18 5 5 8 24 30 20 
Cal Th 18 4 7 7 322719 
Brechin 18 3.7 8& 2037 16 

DIVISION THREE 

Berwick 1 Dumbarton. 1 
C’beath 0 Ross Cty 2 
E Stirling 0 Alloa Ath 3 
Montrose 1 Arbroath 0 
Queen's Pk 2 Albion Ro 4 

PWODL F APts 
Arbroath: 19 12 2 5 41 22 38 
Ross Cty 1810 4 4 43 23 34 
E Stirling 1911 1 7 30 25 34 
Alloa Ath 1711 0 6 37 20 33 
Albion 18.8.3 7 3032 27 
Qu Park 19.7.5 7 27 24 26 
Berwick 18 6 4 8 25 31 22 
D’barton 18 4 6 8 263318 
Montrose 18 4 4 1023 44 16 
C'nbeath 183 1 14 9 3710 
Carmarthen 1 Cwmbran 2 
ICT Cardiff 0 Barry T 0 
Aberystwyth 3 Rhayader T 2 
Caernarfon 2 Porthmadog 2; 
Caersws 1 Newtown a 
Cemaes YM 0 Bangor 3 
Flint Town 1 Connah’s Quay 2 
H’fordwest 1 Ebbw Vale 4 
Rhyl 0 Conwy eh 

PWODL F APts 
Barry Town 21:19 2 0 76 20 59 
ICT Cardiff 21:15 3 3 36 12 48 
Cwmbran 2115 3 3 45 24 48 
Ebbw Vale 1912 4 3 46 2740 
Rhyl 21123 6 
Bangor 19123 4 
C’marthen 209 6 5 3 
Connah's Q 218 8 5 3 
Ab’ystwyth 208 6 6 
H’fordwest 199667 
Caersws: AA 2 
Conwy 2165 
Por'madog 205.3 
Llan’tffraid 20 2 10 
Fin T 204 2 
Rhayader ai4 4 
Caernarfon 193 4 
Cemaes De 
Welshpool 21.2 3 


NORTHERN 


Ards 
Ballymena Utd 
Cliftonville 
Glentoran 
Portadown 


Portadown 
Ballymena 
Cliftonville 
Coleraine 
Linfield 
Glentoran 
Crusaders 
Glenavon 
Omagh T 
Ards 


now Ne 


IRELAND 


Omagh Town 


Coleraine 
Crusaders 
Linfield 

Glenavon 


Ne 
PRESS 1) 
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10 
12 


F APts 
32 24 38 
38 28 35 
30°27 35 
32 25°31 
26 13 30 
23) 22 26 
31 35 25 
27 32 25 
27 40 19 
24 44 15, 


HIS was the year that saw a return to 

the pre-war strength of Arsenal FC. 
The Gunners finished seven points clear 
of Manchester United, who were runners- 
up for the second consecutive season. 

‘The Arsenal side included the likes of 
keeper George Swindin — who played all 42 
league games of the season — and Ronnie 
Rooke and Reg Lewis, leading scorers in the 
side. Swindin and Lewis would be in the 
side two years later when they won the RA 

up. 

A club so decimated in terms of personnel 
by the War certainly did a marvellous job in 
overcoming this. The Turf Moor side, 
Burnley, finished their year third in the 
league on goal difference, 

At the bottom of the table Grimsby Town 
and Blackburn Rovers were bottom by a 
mile and were consequently relegated. 

For ten years thereafter Rovers found 
themselves out of the big time while for 
Grimsby the exile continues to this day. 
These two were to be replaced by the 
winners of Division Two, Birmingham City, 
and the runners up, Newcastle United. 

Both were ‘big’ teams and were tipped to 
do well on their return to top class football. 

At the bottom Doncaster and Millwall 
were relegated with the London side taking 
bottom spot on worse goal percentage. 

There had been only one move in the 
Third Division split of South and North, 
with Mansfield moving to the North (they 
finished eighth), 

‘The eventual winners in the North were 
Lincoln, thanks in part to a 2-0 victory over 
second placed Rotherham United in the 
closing stages of the season. 

In the South QPR won the championship 
and followed the team they had been second 
to the previous campaign (Cardiff City) into 
Division Two, 

Manchester United looked for silverware 
in the FA Cup but it was always going to be 
tough, In the third round they defeated Aston 
Villa away and then defeated Liverpool 3-0 
at home in the fourth round. 

‘Things did not get any easier as they were 
paired with the defending Cup holders 
Charlton, but they dispensed with them 2-0 
at home, 

Then it was tough Preston to be 
overcome, which they did, only to draw third 
placed Derby County in the semi-finals. 

United won 3-1 to take on Blackpool in 
the Final. Compare that tough road to those 
of Blackpool, Leeds, Chester, Colchester 


(from the Southern League, a terrific fairy 
tale story for them), Fulham, and Tottenham. 

Things got worse for United at Wembley 
as Eddie Shimwell gave ‘Pool the lead 
thanks to a penalty. A classic final was 
played out in front of 99,000 people (not a 
bad crowd considering this was a Lancashire 
derby played out in London!), with United 
coming back and winning 4-2 with goals 
from Rowley (two), Pearson, and Anderson, 
The great Stan Mortensen contributed the 
other goal for Blackpool. 

The Southern League in England went to 
Welsh club Merthyr Tydfil, who 
successfully reaped revenge for the previous 
season's League fiasco. The reigning 
champions Gillingham won the Kent Senior 
Cup and came second in the Southern 
League. 

Lovells Athletic rejoined the league with 
Millwall pulling out. Torquay also entered 
their reserve side, joining Exeter as the only 
reserve teams in the league. The Southern 
Cup Final was not actually played until April 
1949 but Merthyr finally completed the 
double by outclassing opponents Colchester 
United 5-0. 

In Scotland the Rangers dominance of the 
League came to a halt, albeit for one season. 
With Tommy Younger in goal and the 
“famous five’ forward line of; Gordon 
Smith, Bobby Johnstone, Lawrie Reilly, 
Willie Ormond, and Eddie Turnbull, 
Hibernian took out Division A by two points 
over Rangers, It was to be the start of a 
special period in Hibs’ history, Partick were 
third, and Celtic finished fifth from bottom 
and only four points away from relegation. 

Those relegation spots were taken by 
Airdrie and Queens Park. Division B went to 
East Fife who also won the League Cup by 
defeating Falkirk 4-1 in a replay after the 
first game ended 0-0. Albion Rovers were 
second in Division B, eleven points behind 
Fife. Two clubs were added to Division B 
with Leith finishing bottom and Stirling 
Albion coming eighth. 

The Scottish Cup was the only chance for 
Rangers to overcome the ignominy of not 
winning a title, After defeating Hibs in the 
semi-finals the Final was played against 
Morton who held out to finish 1-1 at 
Hampden Park on April 17. Four days later 
the game was won with only one goal 
scored, inevitably it was by Rangers. 


ENGLAND 


DIVISION 1 
D 


DIVISION 2 


DL F APts 
21 11 59 
26 28 56 
18 30 52 
27 32 S51 
25 40 47 
26 34 46 
26 29 45 
20 19 44 
24 28 43 


Crewe Alexandra 43, Oldham Athletic 41,.Rochdale 41, 
York City 40, Bradford City 40, Southport 39, Darlington) 
39, Stockport County 38, Tranmere R 36, Hartlepool 36, 
Chester 35, Halifax Town 27, New Brighton 25 


DIVISION 3 
South 


QPR 61, Bournemouth 57, Walsall 51, Ipswich Town 49, 
Swansea Town 48, Notts County 46, Bristol City 43, Port} 
Vale 43, Southend United 43, Reading 41, Exeter City! 
41, Newport County 41, Crystal Palace 39, Northampton’ 
Town 39, Watford 38, Swindon Town 36, Leyton Orient 
36, Torquay United 35, Aldershot 35, Bristol Rovers 34, 
Norwich City 34, Brighton and Hove Albion 34 


SCOTLAND 


DIVISION A 
FINAL TABLE 


Hibernian 
Rangers 
Partick 
Dundee 
St Mirren 
Clyde 
Falkirk 
M'well 
Hearts 


Aberdeen 
T Lanark 
Celtic 

Q South 
Morton 


Airdrie 


26 36 41 Q Park 


23:27 40 
31 42 40 
25 34 40 
31 42 40 
23 42 40 
22°29 39 
13 36 38 
18 52 36 
22 37 35 
31 40 34 
17 46 29 
17 46.29 


‘Around Europe the Champions wer 


‘Austria: SK Rapid Wien (Cup: FK Austria) 
Belgium: KV Mechelen 
Bulgaria: Septemvri CDW (Cup: Lokomotiv Sofia) 
France: Olympique Marseille (Cup: OSC Lille) 
‘W Germany: IFC Nurnberg 
E Germany: SG Planitz 
Holland: BVV Hertogenbosch (Cup: Wageningen) 


DIVISION B 
FINAL TABLE 


East Fife 53, Albion Rovers 42, Hamilton A 40, Raith 
Rovers 34, Cowdenbeath 32, Kilmarnock 30, 
Dunfermline 29, Stirling Albion 28, St Johstone 27, Ayr 
United 27, Dumbarton 25, Alloa Athletic 24*, Arbroath 23, 
Stenhousmuir 23, Dundee United 22, Leith Athletic 19 


Italy: AC Torino 
Poland: Cracovia 
Portugal: Sporting CP (Cup: Sporting CP) 
Romania: IT Arad (Cup: IT Arad) 


* Two points deducted for fielding unregistered players. 
Soviet Union: CDKA Mosvka (Cup: CDKA Mosvka) 
Spain: CF Barcelona (Cup: Sevilla CF) 

Sweden: IFK Norrkoping (Cup: Raa IF Helsinborg) 
Switzerland: AC Bellinzona (Cup: FC La Chaux-De-Fonds) 


DIVISION 3 
North 


Lincoln C 60, Rotherham United 59, Wrexham 50, 
Gateshead 49, Hull City 47, Accrington Stanley 46, 
Barrow 45, Mansfield Town 45, Carlisle United 43, 
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COVENTRY SIGN 
$6.7M 
ROMANIAN 


Romanian international striker Viorel 
Moldovan has signed a four-and-a-half 
year contract worth $6.7 million with 
English Premier League club Coventry 
City, his agent said. 

Moldovan, who plays for Swiss side 
Grasshoppers, will join Coventry on Jan 2 
1998. He has scored eight goals in 20 
internationals. 


INTER AND AJAX 
LOSE ... FINALLY 


Inter Milan and Ajax Amsterdam lost 
their seasons’ unbeaten records, 
leaving just three teams from the 
main European leagues with no 
defeats to their name this term. 

Juventus, who took over from Inter at the 
top of the club rankings, Belgian leaders 
Club Bruges and Porto are the three with a 
zero in their loss column. 

Inter went down to Udinese, the surprise 
team of the Ttalian season. Ajax had an 
astonishing 4-3 defeat at home to PSV 
Eindhoven, ending a 19 match unbeaten run 
and doubling the number of goals they have 
conceded in one fell swoop. 

‘The Dutch still have the best defensive 
record in Curope, letting in a paltry eight in 


20 matches. 
{ ey | 
THE TOP TWENTY: 
(2) 1 Juventus (Ita) 106.27 pts. 
(1) 2 Inter Milan (Ita) 99.57 
(4) 3 Parma (Ita) 91.37 
(3) 4 Ajax (Hol) 89.36 
(5) 5 Man United (Eng) 88.48 
(6)6Real Madrid — (Spa) 87.25 
(7) 7 Bayern Munich (Ger) 86.97 
(9) 8 Barcelona (Spa) 85.67 
(10) 9 Club Bruges (Bel) 84.76 
(14).10 Fiorentina (Ita) 83.77 
(8) 11 AS Roma (Ita) 83.30 
(11) 12 Kaiserslautern (Ger) 82.73 
(16) 13 Leverkusen (Ger) 80.76 
(27) 14 Lazio (lta) 79.91 
(18) 15 Udinese (Ita) 78.62 
(20) 16 Chelsea (Eng) 78.19 
(17) 17 PSG (Fra) 77.50 
(15) 18 Metz (Fra) 71.16 
(19) 19 Monaco (Fra) 76.50 
(21) 20 Sturm Graz (Aus) 75.79 
‘THE BOTTOM FIVE: 

354 Stadler (Hun) 19.37 
355 A Wacker (Aus) 18.19 
356 Etoile (Swi) 12.10 
357 T Zapbrizhya (Ukr) 11.64 
358 J Petrosani Rom) 6.75 


(Computer rankings based on strength of 
league, ratio of wins to defeats and ratio of 
gouls scored to goals conceded; bonuses for 
European club and domestic cup results) 


SUCCESSIVE WINS: 


AEK (Gre) 9 


UNBEATEN RUNS: 
C Bruges (Bel) 
R Sociedad (Spa) 
L Warsaw (Pol) 
Porto (Por) 
Leverkusen (Ger) 
Juyentus (Ita) 
SUCCESSIVE DEFEATS: 
R Antwerp (Bel) 
Molenbeek (Bel) 
Tkast (Den) 
Ji Petrosani (Rom) 
Stadler (Hun) 
Uni Craiova (Rom) 
SINCE LAST WIN: 
S Gijon (Spa) 
Vanspor (Tur) 
T Zaporizhya (Ukr) 
B Podgorica (Yug) 
Hibernian (Sco) 


“ORL 


RRRUAD 


Best Attacks: Goals Games 

Ajax (Hol) 62 20 

PSVEind (Hol) 56 19 

PBelgra (Yug) 49 17 

G' hopper (Swi) 59 22 

C Bniges (Bel) 45 17 
WORST ATTACKS: 

Belenen (Por) 8 14 

Varzim (Por) 8 14 

Kalama (Gre) 8 14 

Bohda (Cze R) 8 15 

Piraeus (Gre) 7 15 

T Zapori (Ukr) 7 15 

BEST DEFENCES: 

Ajax (Hol) 8 20 

D Kiev (Ukr) 8 15 

C Bruges (Bel) 10 17 

CZvez(Yug) 10 17 

D Mose (Rus) 20 4 
WORST DEFENCES: 

Molenbe (Bel) 45 17 

Tkast (Den) 49 18 

T Zapori (Ukr) 42 15 

ECarou (Swi) 63 22 

J Petros (Rom) 66 20 
LEADING SCORERS: 

Marco Negri (Rangers) 

Nikos Mahlas (Vitesse) 


Avg 


3.10 
2.95 
2.88 
2.68 
2.65 


0.57 
0.57 
0.57 


* 053 


0.47 
0.47 


0.40 
0.53 
059 
059 
0.59 


2.65 
222 
2.80 
2.86 
3.30 


28 
22 


Oleg Veretennikoy —_ (Rotor Vol) 22 
Ebbe Sand (Brondby) 19 
Oleg Teryokhin  (DMoscow) 17 
Viorel Moldovan (Grasshoppers) 16 
Mario Jardel (Porto) 16 
Stephane Guivare’h (Auxerre) 15 
Hakan Sukur (Galatasaray) 15 
Ulf Kirsten (Leverkusen) 14 
Mats Lilienberg (Halmstad) 14 
Hami Mandirali (Trabzonspor) 14 
Christer Mattiasson  (E Boras) 14 
Dan Sahlin (Orebro) 14, 
GOALS PER GAME IN LEAGUES: 
Denmark 3.57 
Netherlands 3.21 
Switzerland 3.18 
Belgium 3,08 
Germany 3.03 
Italy 3,00 
Scotland 2.99 
Hungary 2.90 
Yugoslavia 2.88 
Greece 2.87 
Austria 2.86 


TOUGHER 
MEASURES 
REQUIRED 


Top Spanish referee Antonio Lopez 
Nieto called for maximum jail 
sentences to be imposed on thugs who 
attack match officials. 

‘The demand for tighter ground securjty 
and a tough response from the legal 
authorities came after a weekend when 
officials at five Spanish lower division 
matches were assaulted. 

“Until one of us is murdered, it does 
not seem that people are going to be 
concerned about the seriousness of the 
situation,” Lopez Nieto was quoted as 
saying in the Spanish sports daily Marca. 

“This weekend, thank God, we all 
escaped alive but a tragedy could have 
occurred, 

“Referees and linesmen in the lower 
divisions are playing with their lives each 
Sunday.” 

He did not rule out another officials 
strike. Last month the Spanish First and 
Second Division referees had a one 
weekend protest in response to growing 
levels of verbal abuse at them by players 
and club officials. 

Match officials in the top flight of 
Spanish football regularly have to be 
escorted from the pitch under a hail of 
missiles, although perimeter fences and 
moals are still commonplace at Spanish 
top level grounds. 

“The incidences of violence in the top 
division influence the amount of violence 
in the lower division,” Lopez Nieto 
added. 

Spanish law allows for a maximum 


. sentence of five years for endangering 


someone's life with a missile. 

Lopez Nieto’s demands are likely to be 
taken seriously. He is one of Europe's 
leading officials, a FIFA accredited 
referee and also head of the Spanish First 
Division referees’ association. 

He was voted the best Spanish referee 
of 1997 by Spain’s leading sports editors. 
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THREE BIG 
MOVERS 


England, Romania and Yugoslavia 
were the most improved sides of the 
past 12 months but Brazil, the World 
Cup champions, are the best team in 
the world for the fourth year running. 

Rankings issued by FIFA, world soccer's 
ruling body, show Brazil, who won the 
Confederations Cup, with a large points lead 
over Germany in second place. 

‘The Czech Republic were ranked third, a 
rise of two places after their Confederations 
Cup performance, despite failing to qualify 
for the World Cup Finals. 

In another interesting anomaly, Nigeria 
are ranked 71st, just above Iceland, despite 
being Olympic champions and one of 
Africa’s finest sides. 

England, unseeded in this month’s draw 
for the 1998 World Cup Finals, rose eight 
places to fourth over the past 12 months 
while Romania, the seeded nation in 
England's Group G, climbed nine places to 
seventh. 

But Yugoslavia earned FIFA’s “Best 
Mover in 1997” award by rising 35 places to 
20th and qualifying for the World Cup 
Finals. Bosnia-Herzegovina were second 
ahead of Iran, who are in Yugoslavia’s 
World Cup group after beating Australia in 
the qualifying rounds’ final match. 

Russia were ranked 12th, down five 
places, despite failing to qualify for France. 

Following are the top 30 teams with last 
year’s ranking in brackets: 


Brazil (1) 
Germany (2) 
Czech Republic (5) 
England (12) 


to} 2, 


OfBQ, 
ACR OC, 


Mexico (111) 
France (3) 
Romania (16) 
Denmark (6) 
Italy (10) 
Colombia (4) 
Spain (8) 
Russia (7) 
Norway (14) 
Japan (21) 
Morocco (27) 
Chile (26) 
Argentina (22) 
‘Sweden (17) 
Croatia (24) 
Yugoslavia (55) 
Zambia (20) 
Netherlands (9) 
‘Tunisia (23) 
Bolivia (39) 
Austria (34) 
United States (18) 
South Korea (44) 
Ecuador (33) 
Paraguay (38) 
Portugal (13) 


KLINSMANN 
PROMPTED BY 
FEAR? 


German newspaper commentators 
said Juergen Klinsmann’s return to 
Tottenham was motivated by his 
desire to keep a spot in the national 
team for the World Cup Finals in 
France, 

Many columnists pointed to his weak 
performance for Sampdoria, where he 
said he wanted to end his career after 
leaving Bayern Munich following after 
two controyersial seasons. 

Though surprised by the move, many 
saw it as the best chance for Klinsmann to 
keep his spot in the German starting line- 
up and fend off a number of high-scoring 
challengers who have been scorching 
Bundesliga goalkeepers this year. 

“The spontaneous change of clubs 
looks like an escape because the German 
national team captain was unhappy in 
Genoa, just a bench-warmer,” wrote Bild, 
Germany’s largest selling daily, of 
Klinsmann, the 33-year-old captain with 
100 caps. 

“He saw his chances for the World Cup 
fading. With Oliver Bierhoff and UIf 
Kirsten playing superbly in the last 3-0 
win oyer South Africa, no one missed 
Klinsmann.” 

The player who came under 
considerable criticism in the German 
media for his part in the turmoil at Bayern 
Munich, was also a target of abuse for a 
long scoring drought in Germany's World 
Cup qualifying matches. 

Before scoring twice against lowly 
Armenia in September, Klinsmann had 
gone 854 painful minutes without a goal. 

Not only has Bierhof of Udinese scored 
numerous key goals for Germany, Bayer 
Leverkusen striker Kirsten is leading the 
Bundesliga table with 14 goals. 

Beyond that, the columnists said 
Kaiserslautern striker Olaf Marschall and 
Klinsmann’s replacement in Munich, 
Karsten Jancker, have been impressive 
and may knock him out. 

“Klinsmann scored only three goals in 
Ttaly and found himself on the bench,” 
wrote the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 
in a commentary. 

“Klinsmann didn’t have time to sit on 
the bench in this World Cup season. His 
spot on the national team was in danger if 
he remained a substitute player.” 

The paper added: “Klinsmann went in 
this lightning transfer not only for the 
benefit of Tottenham, but for the benefit 
of himself.” 

The Sueddeutsche Zeitung in Munich 
said it would have been difficult, if not 
impossible, for Vogts to hold a starting 
spot for Klinsmann if he were only 
‘warming the bench in Italy. 

“Klinsmann is going to England 
becalise his reputation is at stake,” the 
paper wrote. “There are whispers that his 
time is past, the national team doesn’t 
need him and he had become a 
meaningless player in Sampdoria. 

“Tt is now up to Klinsmann to prove 
that he hasn't lost it.” 
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ATOHan ATtair 


by Joe Russo 


AS the Serie A takes 
a break over the 
holiday period it is 
worth reflecting on 
some points so far this 
season. 

Udinese are the real 
surprise packets, third on 
the table with 26 points 
and their recent home 
victory 1-0 over Inter saw 
the Milanese club lose its 
first Serie A game this 
season. 

Udinese are a very 
attacking side and always 


Zamorano: Part of an 
Impressive Inter line-up. 


plays with three strikers, 
the German Bierhoff, the 
Brazilian Amoroso and- 
Poggi. 

Coach Alberto 
Zaccheroni has done a 
fabulous job over the last 
couple of years with this 
team. 

Inter still lead the Serie 
A ladder with 30 points 
and coincidentally their 
only loss came when 
Ronaldo was away playing 
in the Confederations Cup 
for Brazil. They are a class 
team which includes 
players such as Zanetti and 
Simeone (Argentina), 
Djorkaeff and Cavet 
(France), Zamorano 
(Chile), Ze Elias and 
Ronaldo (Brazil), Winter 
(Holland) and local boys 
Poglivca, Bergami, Sartor 
and Galante to name but a 
few. 

Juventus sit comfortably 
in second place on 29 
points and remain the only 
undefeated team in the 


ae 


Pa 


} 
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Serie A. In 13 games this 
season they have only 
conceded 11 goals (the 
second best defence in the 
league) and have scored 
31, which is the highest of 
any team. The message 
here is that Juve will not 
relinquish their scudetto 
easily and their coach 
Marcello Lippi is surely 
amongst the very best in 
world football. 

In fourth place we find 
Parma on 25 points, with 
the best defence in the 
league, having conceded 
only 10 goals. 


Parma are consistently 
solid, year in and year out, 
but never good enough to 
win the scudetto. Coach 
Carlo Ancelotti will be 
hoping to change things 
this year but it looks like a 
repeat of previous years is 
on the cards again. 

Roma sit comfortably in 
fifth place on 23 points and 
this is in no small way 
thanks to Abel Balbo, the 


Argentinian striker and 
their captain, who has 
scored a third of their goals 
so far this season. 

As for AC Milan, they 
are undefeated in the last 
seyen rounds and are 
definitely worth keeping an 
eye on. At this stage their 
only problem is Dutch 
striker Patrick Kluivert, 
judging by his gestures 
when he was replaced in 
their recent game against 
Bologna, appears unhappy 
with coach Fabio Capello 
and the AC Milan 
Supporters. 

Sampdoria follow on 19 


Patrick Kluivert: 
Problems at AC Milan? 


hope for is a place in the 
UEFA Cup next season. 
Their form is far too 
inconsistent. Further, they 
have now sold German 
International _striker 
Juergen Klinsmann to 
Tottenham Hotspur. The 
recent purchase of Beppe 
Signori from Lazio and 
Klinsmann’s subsequent 
relegation to the bench by 


coach Vujadin Boskov has 
contributed to this move. 


Beppe Signorl: Pushed 
Klinsmann out of La 
Samp’'s side. 


‘The wheels seem to have 
fallen off at Vicenza — 
they have conceded nine 
goals in their last two 
games and that means 
coach Guidolin has a lot of 
work to do in their 
defensive department, 

Finally it brings me to 
Napoli, where the wheels 
have 
Actually come to think of 


Catch al 
& th eers and tears 


‘A 


oP 
VISION 


(Optus Vision) 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND SUBSCRIPTIONS CONTAC 


it, they were probably 
never on in the first place! 
Their only bright spot 
recently has been the 
signing of Croatian Aljosa 
Asanovic from Derby 
County. 

They are last on the 
Serie A table with five 
points, second last Lecce 
have ten. They have 
conceded 34 goals this 
season, the worst defensive 
record in the Serie A (Ten 
of these goals have been 
conceded in the last two 
games!) 

The Neapolitans have 
scored only 11 goals, the 
second worst in the Serie 
A, and have won only one 
game, way back in 
September in Round Two 
over Empoli, drawn two 
others and have lost ten. 

Galeone is their third 
coach for the season, Muti 
was sacked and Mazzone 
left when he saw no light at 
the end of the tunnel. And 
finally club Presdient 
Corrado Ferlaino, who is 
partly responsible for this 
mess, says he is staying on 
in charge, Fans of Napoli 
will be surely following 
their team in the Serie B 
next season; the first time. 
in living memory for this 
once proud club. 


ww 
The Serie A resumes 
this Sunday (4th 


January) with a clash 
of the titans, Inter and 
Juventus. This game at 
the San Siro in Milan 
will be the game of the 


season so far. Inter 
and Juve have been by 
far the best two teams 
in the Serie A this 
season. Traditionally 
this game is known as 
the ‘derby of Italy’ — 
it sure will be on this 
occasion. 


Another two big games 
are also scheduled. At the 
Olympic Stadium in Rome 
itis Roma v Udinese and at 
the Tardini Stadium in 
Parma, Parma play Lazio. 
So in Italy this weekend it 
is, first place v second, 
third place v fifth and 
fourth place v sixth. 
Surely the round of the 
season so far. 


ii 


Other games are: | 


Atalanta — Piacenza 
Bologna — Brescia 
Fiorentina — 
Sampdoria 
Lecce — Empoli 
Napoli — Milan 


| Vicenza — Bari 


T OPTUS ON 13 33 11 
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UAT WAS Ulla WEAN 


UAT WAS WLS 


By Micky Brock 

ere we look back at the 

1996/97 season, some- 
times in earnest, and the 
major dramas which 
unfolded during the course 
of the campaign. Written on 
a monthly basis, we cannot 
possibly cover everything 
that happened, but we'll 
highlight some of the events 
that shaped the season...or 
simply made us laugh! 
Enjoy... 


DECEMBER 1996 


Chief Executive of the 
Premier League Rick Parry 
resigns from his post and 
decides to join Liverpool 
Football Club in a similar posi- 
tion, Ian Rush scores his first 
goal for Leeds United as Leeds 
beat Chelsea 2-0 after a run of 
fifteen games without him hit- 
ting the target, Glasgow Rangers 
move five points clear at the top 
of the Scottish Premiership after 
a 3-0 win over third placed 


Faustino Asprilla. 


Aberdeen, $9m rated Brazilian 
star Emerson goes back to 
Brazil. The reason stated is to 
“escort his wife home’, but bat- 
tling Middlesbrough need his 
services at the Riverside 
Stadium, the following evening, 
to help ease their relegation 
worries. Faustino Asprilla nets 
twice as Newcastle defeat Metz 
(France) to reach the UEFA Cup 
quarter-finals, but gets booked 
for ‘over celebrating’ one of the 
goals and is then carried from 
the field with a hamstring injury 
that could keep him out for up to 
‘six-weeks, 

Middlesbrough go down 0-2 
to Leicester in what has become. 
a long, hard season for Bryan 
Robson’s men. Manchester 
United reach the final eight of 
the European Cup with a none 
too convincing win over Rapid 
Vienna as Fenerbache fail to 
beat Juventus of Italy while 
Arsenal take a three point lead 
in the Premiership title race. 
Tottenham sign Steffen Iversen 
from Norwegian club side 
Rosenborg (even though they 
remain in the Champions’ 
League), for a reported $5.8m. 
Brighton, bottom of their league, 
sack manager Jimmy Case and 
appoint George Petchey, his for- 
mer assistant, as the caretaker 
manager. Leeds United teenager; 


20 


Lee Bowyer, is fined nearly 
$10,000 for an incident that took 
place at a McDonalds in 
September and FIFA fine Regi 
Blinker, Sheffield Wednesday, 
$80,000 for contractual irregu- 
larities but allow him to play 
again, and Arsenal duo Ian 
Wright and Nigel Winterburn 
are cleared of misconduct 
charges. 

The FA Cup throws up its 
usual giant killing exploits as 
non-league Hednesford beat 
Blackpool 1-0 and Woking 
(Martin Tyler's favourite side), 
defeat Cambridge United 2-0. 
Bristol City finally defeat St 
Albans 9-2 with one young 
Australian, Paul Agostino, scor- 
ing four of the goals. Rangers 


come from behind twice to 
defeat Hibernian 4-3 at Ibrox to 
take their lead to eight points in 
the Premiership north of the bor- 
der while Celtic go down 1-2 to 
Motherwell. Liverpool player 
John Scales is all set to join 
Leeds United but come dinner 
time that evening he is actually 
contracted as a Spurs player for 
the same fee, $5.4m. Poor old 
Brighton are docked two points 
by the FA, adding to their rele- 
gation worries as they now go 
11 points clear .., at the bottom! 
Robbie Fowler scores his 100th 
goal for Liverpool in 165 games, 


Robbie Fowler. 


‘one game fewer than Anfield’s 
favourite son lan Rush. Rangers 
go on to defeat Dunfermline 3-1 
to now lead the Scottish 
Premiership by nine points from 
Aberdeen, who are held to a nil- 
all draw with, you’ve guessed it, 
Motherwell. Blackburn 
announce that Sven Goran 
Eriksson will take over as man- 
ager in June. Six players are 
sent-off in two Scottish Cup 
matches, three from each losing, 
side! Albion Rovers (0-4 to 
Forfar) and Highland League 
side Huntley (2-3 to Clyde aet) 
are the teams, one of the latter 
being player/manager Doug 
Rougvie. Nottingham Forest 
now fail to win a Premiership 


match in 16 games to beat the 
previous worst of 15, held by 
Swindon Town. Frank Clark 
resigns as manager of the club 
and Stuart Pearce is asked to 
step in as the caretaker, which 
he does. The Scottish League 
fine Division One side Falkirk a 
total of $55,000 for fielding an 
ineligible player and the club 
later sack manager Eamonn 
Bannon. Middlesbrough cancel 
their game with Blackburn 
Rovers at short notice as manag- 
er Bryan Robson states he is 
without 23 of his squad due to 
illness and injury. It is to have 
serious consequences later on. 
Stuart Pearce makes a tri- 
umphant debut as a caretaker- 
manager as Forest defeat 
Arsenal in a shock result at the. 
City Ground. Celtic go second 
in Scotland after beating Dundee 
United but cannot cut the 14 
point lead Rangers hold as the 
Ibrox men go on to win 4-2 at 
Hearts. Alex Totten is appointed 
as the new Falkirk manager. On 
the 22nd day of the month, Peter 
Shilton, 106-years old these 
days, plays his 1,000th league 
game at Brisbane Road as 
Leyton Orient defeat fellow 
Division Three side Brighton (of 
course), 2-0 at Layer Road. 


. Shearer, Ferdinand and Lee 


score two goals each as 
Newcastle destroy Tottenham 7- 
1 at St James Park to move into 
fifth on the table. Rangers’ 
match in Scotland is postponed 
as Celtic go on to win 4-2 over 
Dunfermline, cutting the gap at 
the top to 11 points but they still 
have two games in hand. 
Freezing conditions at the end of 
the month caused 23 games in 
England, and eight in Scotland, 
to be postponed. 


JANUARY 1997 


The New Year and the 
Premier League loses a mere 
three games due to the weather 
as the Nationwide League lose 
25 of 36 and Scotland postpone 
all but nine fixtures. Rangers 
Danish striker, Erik Bo 
Andersen, comes off the bench 
with 15 minutes to go and scores 
twice as they defeat Celtic for 
the third time in this campaign. 
Ian Wright scores his 200th 
league goal and John Hartson 
becomes the fourth Arsenal 
player to receive his marching 
orders this season in their last 
EIGHT matches! Former Leeds 
United manager Howard 
Wilkinson is appointed as the 
FA’s Technical Director on a 
four-year contract. Spurs sign 
Swiss defender Ramon Vega for 
$8m from Cagliari and 
Swindon’s Tan Culverhouse 
records the fastest ever sending- 
off in the FA Cup, after just 52 
seconds, for handling the ball 
inside the area. Shock. Horror! 
Kevin Keegan resigns as manag- 


Kevin Keegan. 
er of Newcastle United, amidst 
many nasty rumours, after five 
years at St James Park master- 
minding the club’s revival into a 
top Premiership side after lead- 
ing them up from Division One. 
Struggling Middlesbrough cause 
another upset as they defeat 
Liverpool 2-1 to make the 
‘Fizzy Pop Cup’ semi-finals, as 
Bryan Robson (player-manager) 
announced his retirement from. 
playing a few days later. Referee 
Richard Poulain admits to ‘get- 
ting it wrong’ when watching 
video footage of the red card 
offence, in the Boxing Day 
match with WBA, of Reading's 
Australian player Andy Bernal, 


_ 
Andy Bernal, 
saving him from a five match 
ban. Leeds United sign Dutch 
defender Robert Molenaar from 
FC Volendam for $2m and West 
Ham sell Romanian Tlie 
Dumitrescu to Clube de Futbol 
of Mexico, for the same figure. 
Liverpool sign Norwegian Bjorn 
Tore Kvarme, rated at $4m, 
from Rosenborg on a ‘free’ 
under the Bosman Ruling. 
Former Rangers and Scotland 
captain George Young passes 
away on the 10th day. Dion 
Dublin is sent-off in the second 
match running for Coventry as 
his side crashes 4-0 at 
Blackburn, York lose 1-0 at 
non-league Hednesford in the 
FA Cup and Kenny Dalglish is 


Kenny Dalglish. 


appointed as the new man at St 
James’ Park. Furthermore, the 
Geordies announce plans to float 
the club on the stock exchange 
in the Spring which, they hope, 
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will earn around $120m. QPR 
make the mother of all come- 
backs as they go into the half- 
time break 0-4 down to Port 
Vale but score three goals in the 
last six-minutes to earn a 4-4 
draw! Great for the fans but the 
Vale manager wasn’t too happy. 
Celtic manager Tommy Burns 
receives a 12 month touchline 
ban and is fined $5,000 for 
remarks made to officials in an 
‘auld firm’ game at Parkhead. 
Stuart Jones, and yours truly, jet 
off to the UK for an intensive 21 
match in 35 day tour, including 
the England v Italy World Cup 
qualifier at Wembley, Former 
Port Vale player and manager 
Roy Sproson dies at the age of 
66 on the 24th. Steve Coppell 
joins Crystal Palace as manager 
after walking out of the Man 
City job earlier. Celtic cut 


Rangers lead at the top to six 
points as they see off 
Dunfermline 2-0. Meanwhile, 
Coca Cola sign a $12m sponsor- 
ship deal with the League Cup 
that will take them to the end of 
the millennium and unsettled 
winger Andrei 


Everton 
Kanchelskis agrees to join 
Fiorentina for $17m, netting a 
$5m profit for the club after 
joi from Man Utd in contro- 
versial circumstances some 


eighteen months earlier. 
Coventry enter the transfer mar- 
ket and sign defender Gary 
Breen from Birmingham City 
for $5m and Man City bring 
Northern Ireland international 
defender Kevin Horlock on 
board from Swindon for $2.5m. 
‘The FA learn, by fax, FIFA are 
to back the German bid for the 
2006 World Cup Finals. 


FEBRUARY 


The FA send a strongly word- 
ed fax to UEFA over their 
apparent support for Germany 
and their bid for the World Cup. 
Fans at Millwall’s New Den 
ground bring more shame on the 
club’s name as they try to attack 
the referee in their 0-2 defeat by 
Bristol City — hundreds make 
their way onto the pitch at the 
end of the game to demonstrate 
against the manager and board. 
UEFA backdown by saying that 
there was no ‘minuted’ decision 
that England would back the 
German bid but say that Sir Bert 
Millichip was aware of the situa- 
tion over the last three years. 
WBA appoint Ray Harford as 
their new manager but newly 
promoted side Plymouth Argyle 


sack their's, Neil Warnock. Man. 
Utd suffer their first defeat in 
the FA Cup, other than in the 
Final, for four years as 
Wimbledon beat them 1-0 in the 
4th round. Celtic beat Raith 
Rovers to cut Rangers lead to a 
mere four points in Scotland and 
West Ham complete the signing 


of Paul Kitson from Newcastle 
for the sum of $5m. The FA 
meet with UEFA and earn the 
right to make a bid for the 2006 
World Cup Finals to be held in 
England, with rumours of some 
matches being played in Wales 
and Scotland, Rangers win again 
(3-0 at Dunfermline) and restore 
a seven point lead in the table. 
Millwall announce cuts of $3m 
and calls for 20 staff sackings, 
including the manager, surprise 
surprise Jimmy Nicholl, plus 12 
transfer listings as well as 10% 
pay cuts across the board, John 
Docherty takes over the hot seat 
from Nicholl. Meanwhile, 
Southend suspend Ronnie 
Whelan from managerial duties 
and sack his assistant, Theo 
Foley, after an incident with 
officials in their previous 
match? Scotland are held 0-0 by 
Estonia in a qualifying match 
for France ‘98, this despite the 
fact the Estonian side didn’t turn 
up for their first encounter and 
Scotland were awarded the tie 3- 
0, with the ‘rematch’ being 
played in neutral Monte Carlo. 
England lose 0-1 to Italy at 
Wembley to a lone Gianfranco 
Zola goal, Stuart Jones, Dave 
Arnott and yours truly drive 
back to Banbury after the game. 
and listen to the ranting of 
Danny Baker on the radio, Bleak 
weather, bleak result, bleak jour- 
ney, Enough said! John Hartson 
leaves Arsenal for West Ham. 
United in a $6.5 deal and 
becomes an instant success with 
his partnering of Paul Kitson. 
Leicester earn a 4th round FA 
Cup replay as Eddie Newton 
scores an own goal at Stamford 
Bridge, the game is stopped 
after five minutes as police 
attempt to separate rival fans. 
The Peter Schmeichel/lan 
Wright affair begins after the 
Arsenal striker appears to make 
a two-footed challenge on the 
united custodian, although he. 
goes unpunished by the referee. 
The feud between the two con- 
tinues unabated for many 
months to come. Torrential rain 
causes the postponement of 
‘West Ham and Newcastle plus 
the ‘Fizzy.Pop’ Cup semi-final 
match between Middlesbrough, 
still travelling poorly in the 
league, and Stockport County! 


@) ABSW 
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The FA warn Everton 
manager Joe Royle about 
remarks made to referee David 
Elleray and Blackburn complete 
the $5m signing of Danish 
striker Per Pedersen from 
Odense, while they also reveal 
that Sweden’s Sven Goran 
Eriksson will NOT be joining 
them at the end of the season, 
even though he signed a 3-year 
deal in December, he decided to 
stay in Italy with Lazio. Arsenal 
sign 17-year old wonderkid 
Nicolas Anelka from PSG for a 
‘confidential’ sum if they 
release him immediately as, 
‘opposed to the end of the season 
as originally agreed.Celtic beat 
Motherwell to go four points. 
behind Rangers, temporarily at 
least. The following day, 
Rangers trounce Hibernian 3-1 
and head off into the distance 
once more, Paul Kitson and 
John Hartson make their home 
debuts in the rain-swept 4-3 win 
over Spurs, each scoring once 
with Julian Dicks netting the 
other two. 

Chelsea defeat Leicester in 
their FA Cup replay thanks to a 
hotly disputed penalty after 117 
minutes of play, banged home 
by Frenchman Frank Leboeuf 
and Middlesbrough win their 
Ist-leg ‘Fizzy Pop’ semi-final 
match 2-0 at Stockport. 

_ Blackburn announce that their 
new manager will be ... Roy 
Hodgson, currently at Inter 
Milan in the Italian Serie A. 
Peter Lever, QC, is to replace 
Rick Parry as chief executive of 
the Premier League at the end of 
the season. Crystal Palace 


manager, Dave ‘Harry’ Bassett, 
stuns the club when announcing 
he is to join ailing Notts Forest 
as the General Manager and 
relieving Stuart Pearce of his 
caretaker player/manager duties. 
Steve Coppell returns to 
Selhurst Park as the caretaker 
manager until the end of the 
campaign. 


MARCH 


FIFA President Joao 
Havelange tells everyone, in no 
uncertain terms, that there will 
be no one country per continent 
restrictions on applying for the 
2006 World Cup. New laws for 
the 1997/98 season will see 
goalkeepers unable to retain the 


ball for more than 5-6 seconds at 
any one time, in order to speed 
up the game, and they may not 
handle the ball directly from one 
of their side’s throw-ins. Man 
Utd beat Coventry 3-1 to go four 
points clear at the top of the 
Premiership. ‘Harry’ Bassett’s 
Forest side celebrate a 1-0 win 
at Spurs, taking them out of the 
relegation zone at long last. 
Palace give Steve Coppell a 
welcome 4-1 win as he embarks. 
as caretaker manager. Celtic 
defeat Hearts 2-0 and Rangers 
manage a 2-2 draw against 
Aberdeen to cut the latter's lead 


to five points. Bruce Grobbelaar, 
John Fashanu and Hans Segers 
are likely to face a retrial in the 
match fixing scandal after the 
jury are unable to reach a 
decision. Man United beat Porto 
4-0 to almost certainly guarantee 
their place in the European Cup 
semi-finals. Norwich and 
Crystal Palace are fined $20,000 
each, with another $60,000 
suspended until June 1998, for 
their part in the on-pitch brawl 
at Carrow Road in December. 
Brighton face more trouble as 
their fans riot at the Goldestone 
Ground and protest their bottom 
of the league status, where they 
also attack Leyton Orient 
players during their 4-4 draw. 
Forest sign Pierre van 
Hooijdonk from Celtic for $6m 
with the possibility of the fee 
rising to $9m, a club record if it 
does. The Crown Prosecution 
Service take no action against 
Peter Schmeichel. Stockport 
shock Middlesbrough in the 
2nd-leg of the ‘Fizzy Pop’ Cup 
as they take the lead after just 
six minutes but it’s the only 
score of the game, meaning 
Middlesbrough reach their first 


major final in a 121-year 
history. They will meet 
Leicester City at Wembley as 
the Filbert Street side glide past 
Wimbledon. Rangers win 1-0 at 
Parkhead to take an eight point 
Jead in Scotland, and in so 
doing, complete their first ever 
‘quadruple’ of league wins over 
their arch-rivals in a single 
season. Newcastle lose 3-0 to 
Monaco and thereby end all 
hopes in their UEFA Cup bid, 
while Man Utd’s game versus 
Porto ends all square at nil-all, 
Utd taking the tie 4-0 on 
aggregate as they ease into the 
European Cup semi-finals. 
Referee Gerald Ashby causes a 
storm at Highbury as he awards 
Liverpool a penalty in the top- 
of-the-table clash with Arsenal. 


Arsenal 
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Robbie Fowler goes down in the 
box, according to the official, 
under the weight of a David 
Seaman tackle. Even though 
Fowler states to the ref that he 
wasn’t touched and dived out of 
the way to avoid a collision with 
England’s No.1 goalkeeper. He 
takes the spot kick himself, 
which Seaman reaches but 
cannot hold, McAteer follows 
up to score with the rebound. 
Manager Joe Jordan departs as 
manager of Bristol City, by 
mutual consent. George 
Sweeney, Jordan’s assistant, 
takes temporary control. The FA 
turn down the appeal of 
Middlesbrough and deduct them 
three points for not turning up at 
Blackburn Rovers. ~ Steve 
Claridge scores an extra-time 
winner for Leicester against 
Middlesbrough in the ‘Fizzy 
Pop’ Cup Final replay at 


Hillsborough, At a meeting in 
Geneva, England win the right 
to continue with their bid to host 
the World Cup in 2006. 
Middlesbrough reach their 
second major domestic Cup 
Final when they are set to play 
Chelsea in the FA Cup at 
Wembley in May, hoping 


lightning cannot strike twice. 
Glenn Hoddle warns Paul 
Gascoigne that he had better get 
his act together if he wants to 
remain a part of the England set- 
up. Stockport County play their 
66th match of the season and 
defeat Chesterfield 1-0 to clinch 
promotion to Division One. 
England beat Georgia 2-0 at 
Wembley in their World Cup 
match but, sadly, Scotland lose 
1-2 in Sweden although they 
still head their group. 


MAY 


Gianfranco Zola is named 
“Footballer of the Year’ which 
completes a hat-trick for foreign 
players (Klinnsman and Cantona 
preceded him). Division One. 
ends its games with Bradford 
staying up at the expense of 
Grimsby Town. Champions 
Bolton chalk up 100 goals for 
the season but cannot obtain 100 
points as Tranmere Rovers level 
their final match and a draw 
results. Man Utd win the 
Premiership title yet again as 
Liverpool lose 1-2 at 
Wimbledon and Newcastle can 
only draw 0-0 with West Ham, 
in the re-arranged match after 
their game was called off 
because of torrential rain! 
Rangers are finally crowned 
champions in Scotland to win 
their ninth title in a row, 
equalling Celtic's record. 
Middlesbrough is deducted three 
points which leaves them two 
points adrift at the bottom of the 
Premiership and they can only, 
draw 0-0 with Blackburn in their 
re-arranged game that cost them 
the deduction in the first place. 
Paul Scholes is called into the 


Paul Scholes. 


England squad. Joint managers 
of Reading, Jimmy Quinn and 
Mick Gooding, part company 
with the club after failing to 
reach terms. Crystal Palace, 


Kevin Muscat (left) and Stevie 
Mautone (right) 


leading 1-0 in the Division One 
play-offs, with Wolves, and just 
two minutes to go, finish the 
match as 3-1 winners and are off 
to face Sheffield United, Veart’s 
old club, in the final play-off 
game for promotion to the 
Premiership, great news for 
Kevin Muscat, the other of the 
two Aussies at the club. 
Newcastle finish runners-up in 
England and claim a spot in the 
European Champions’ League 
next season, Liverpool finish 
third with Arsenal in fourth on 
equal points. Not so good news 
for the north-east is that 
Sunderland and Middlesbrough 
are both relegated to Division 
One along with Notts Forest 
and, as always, Coventry do 
another Houdini act and avoid 
the drop on the final day, Striker 
Stan Collymore leaves 
Liverpool for Aston Villa, in a 
$15m move. Everton break the 
Premiership transfer record, for 
a defender, when they sign 
Croatian Slaven Bilic from West 
Ham for $8.5m and Darren 
Eadie, at 32-years old, is called 
into the England squad to 
replace the injured Paul Merson. 
Celtic midfielder Paul McStay, 
another at the age of 32-years, 
announces his retirement from 
the game after a troublesome 
ankle injury refuses to clear up. 
Chelsea defeat the hapless 
Middlesbrough in the FA Cup 
Final at Wembley, Di Matteo 
scoring after just 43 seconds of 


the match. Ruud Gullit becomes 
the first ‘foreign’ manager to 
win the trophy and Mark 
Hughes receives his fourth 
winner's medal, the first time 
this century the honour has been 
won. Eric Cantona breaks the 


Eric Cantona. 


hearts of the Old Trafford 
faithful when he announces his 
retirement from the game to 
pursue his acting career. He is 
six days short of his 31st 
birthday. The new TV company, 


Channel 5, secure the rights to 
show all of Chelsea’s Cup 
Winners’ Cup games next 
season. Watford’s David 
Connolly becomes the youngest 
player to score a hat-trick for 
Treland as they wallop 
Liechtenstein 5-0 to take second 
spot in their group at this stage. 
Jimmy Hill steps down as the 
Fulham chairman after more 
than ten years in the job. Bill 
Muddyman takes his place. 
Glenn Hoddle threatens severe 
retribution if Paul Gascoigne 
should disgrace himself with 
England again the home side go. 
on to beat Sth Africa 2-1 in a 
friendly at Old Trafford thanks 
to a controversial goal by Ian 
Wright — he appeared to handle 
the ball before scoring. 
Gascoigne is carried off during 
the game after a violent tackle 
on him near the end. 


Northampton beat Swansea in 
the Division Three play-offs and 
Graeme Souness shocks The 


Graeme Souness. 


Dell when he hands in his 
resignation after just one season 
as the manager of Southampton, 
following an alleged 
disagreement with chairman 
Rupert Lowe. Lawrie 
McMenemy also stands down as 
director of football, Crewe beat 
Brentford in the Division One 
play-off, the first time they are 
in the ‘next to top’ division 
since 1896! Crystal Palace go on 
to beat the Blades at Wembley 
and claim their place in the 
Premiership once more. 
Mohammed Al-Fayed, owner of 
Harrods, buys a controlling 
interest in Fulham Football 
Club, with an investment of 
some $60m for starters-Rangers 
sign defenders Lorenzo 
Amoruso from Fiorentina and 
Staale Stensaas from Rosenborg 
for $8m and $3.7m respectively. 
Alan Shearer misses a penalty as 
England defeat Poland 2-0 in 
Katowice but ‘Gazza’ is 
stretchered off yet again. In 
early June, Scotland defeat 
Malta 3-2 in a friendly in 
Valetta, while at domestic level, 
the unfashionable Kilmarnock 
have their day in the sun, 
defeating Falkirk in the Scottish 
Cup Final at Ibrox 1-0, thanks to 
a Wright goal. 
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SALAS SEALS IT 


hilean international striker, the 

much talked about Marcelo 
Salas, was River Plate’s hero by 
scoring the goal that gave his team, 
known as the ‘Millionaires’, their 
third consecutive Argentine 
championship after a 1-1 away 
draw with Argentinos Juniors in a 
dramatic last round of local 
competition. 

Boca Juniors beat Union 4-0, with 
goals from Arruaberrena and Peruvian 
international Norberto Solano, plus 
Palermo and Latorre, however they 
finished one point behind River to end up 
in second place on 44 points. 

In other games Colon, Velez Sarsfield, 
Rosario Central, Platense and 
Independiente were winners. 


Argentine top scorers: 


Ruben Da Silva Rosario Central 15 


Sebastian Abreu San Lorenzo 13 


at 


FOR RIVER 


Roberto Sosa Gimnasia 12 
PatricioCamps Velez Sarsfield 12 


Marcelo Salas: His goals helped River to their third consecutive 


Argentinian championship. 


PASSARELLA NAMES 
TEN ‘LOCALS’ 


rgentine national coach, 
Daniel Passarella, has 
named a squad of players to 
begin preparation for the World 


Astrada (River) 
Berti (River) 
Gallardo (River) 
Riquelme (Boca) 


Sensini (Parma) 
Crespo (Parma) 

* Zanetti (Inter Milan) 
Simeone (Inter Milan) 


Cup. Ten named are playing in Bassedas (Velez Sarsfield) Chamot (Lazio) 

the Argentine league. Delgado (Racing) Almeyda (Seville) 
The squad: (Overseas based) Of the overseas based players, 
(Argentine based) Batistuta (Fiorentina) Italy is where the majority play their 
Burgos (River) Veron (Sampdoria) football (eight out of eleven players), 
Caballero (Velez Sarsfield) Ayala (Napoli) while River Plate dominate the local 
Diaz (River) Ortega (Valencia) players, with five out of ten. 
Vivas (Boca) Lopez (Valencia) 


OLIMPIA MAKE 
IT TITLE 35! 


r an incredible 35th time, Olimpia have 

‘won the Paraguayan national league after a 

1-1 draw in the second-leg against rival Cerro 
Porteno. Olimpia won the first-leg 1-0. 

‘The new champions, coached by Luis Cubilla, went 
ahead after only three minutes through Paraguayan 
Monzon. The equaliser came from Fernandez, who 
scored in the 74th minute. 

‘The champions finished the game with ten men after 
defender Nelson Zelaya was sent-off midway through 
the second stanza, 

Meanwhile in Bolivia, the new champs are Bolivar, 
courtesy of goals from Joao (2), Pizarro and Gottardi, 
in their 4-1 defeat of Oriente. 

In the final round The Strongest beat Chaco 
Petrolero 2-1 while Blooming beat Wilstermann 4-0. 

Bolivar finished first with 25 points, followed by 
Chaco on 18, Blooming 16, The Strongest 15, 
Wilstermann 12, Chaco Petrolero 12. 

Bolivar and Petrolero qualified for the Libertadores 
Cup. 


TIME TO-- 


— Compiled by Mario Ercharr — 


COLO COLO WINS 
CHILEAN LEAGUE 


Highest Scores in Chile: 


hey’ve done it again! Who? Colo 

Colo of course, who have just 
won their 21st title after a 4-0 
drubbing of Temuco. 

The club has also qualified for the 1998 
Libertadores Cup, together with 
Universidad Catolica, winner of the 
Chilean League first phase. 

Meanwhile, in other games winners 
were Antofagosta, Audax Italiano and 
Conception. 

Colo Colo finished on 35 points from 15 
games, followed by Catolica on 30 and 
Audax Italiano on 29. 


America of Cali have won again in 
Colombia after they defeated a feisty 
Bucaramanga in the final’s second 
leg, played out in front of 50, 000 
fans, America won the first leg 1-0, 
The ‘Red Devils’ (as America are 
known down Colombia way) however 


Richard Baez 
Ruben Vallejos 
Hugo Brizuela 


Universidad 10 
Puerto Montt 10 
Audax Italiano 10 


SaaS 
AMERICA WIN IN 


COLOMBIA 


were unable to qualify for the Libertadores 
Cup after a dismal performance in the pre- 
Libertadores league. 

Their league success was the ninth in the 
club’s history, but they have never won a 
‘major’ championship in South America. 


VIERRA 
CONTINUES AT 
BOCA 


HH Vierra has been confirmed 
as coach of Argentine club Boca 
Juniors for another season, despite 
media speculation that he was to be 
replaced. 


Fact File: Hector Vierra 


Former coach of River Plate and San 


Lorenzo, won the Argentine league in 1986 
and 1995 respectively, plus the 
Libertadores Cup and Toyota Cup with 
River in 1986, 

Should he win the league with Boca next 
year, he will be the first coach in Argentine 
history to win the league with three 
different clubs. 


PARTY IN RIO| DEPORTIVO SIGN 
TWO URUGUAYANS 


hey were dancing in the streets of Rio with 

the news that Vasco da Gama, the local 
team, had won their third Brazilian national 
league title after an emotional second-leg 0-0 
draw against Palmeiras gave them the title. 
Vasco won the first leg 1-0. 

‘The fiery Edmundo, who plays for the new champs, 
was the league’s highest scorer with 29 goals, 
followed by Christian of Porto Alegre with 23 and 
Dodo of Sao Paolo on 21. 

The rivalry between the clubs of Rio and Sao Paulo 
is the highlight of Brazilian football, with the title 
going to Rio ten times and Sao Paolo nine. 
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lop Spanish club, Deportivo La 

Coruna, have signed two of 
Uruguay’s most devastating players 
who have both been playing in the 
Argentine league. 

The first is Sebastian Abreu, 21, the 
striker formerly of the San Lorenzo club, 
with a reported fee of around the A$10m 
mark. His rise to the top has been 
meteoric. Abreu is a country boy, hailing 
from Minas in the Uruguayan countryside. 
He played for Defensor Sporting in 
Uruguay before transferring to his 
Argentine club, where his goalscoring 
exploits quickly made him a name in the 
leagve (26 times he hit the target in the last 


two seasons). 

“This is a dream come true, I think it is a 
fantasy. In only 15 months my life 
changed completely. What else could I 
want,” said an understandbly excited 
Arbreu before his move to the northern 
Spanish region and his new club, 

The other player is Sergio Martinez, 
who has transferred from Boca to 
Deporivo for about AS4m. Martinez was 
signed by Boca in 1991, and in his debut 
year helped his club win the league. In his 
career with Boca Juniors he has scored a 
total of 80 goals, to become the sixth 
highest scorer in the club’s history. 


~~. 


MERRY 
CHRISTMAS? 


The new manager of Aberdeen, bot- 
tom of the Scottish premier league, 
has put his squad up for sale after 
four defeats in a row. 

Alex Miller told the club's annual general 
meeting he would listen to offers for every 
member of the squad except goalkeeper Jim 
Leighton and new signing Derek Whyte. 

The side has lost its first four games 
under Miller, who took over from Roy 
Aitken last month, and has won only two of 
its 18 games this season, 

The Dons, who won the European Cup 
Winners’ Cup in 1983, have rarely troubled 
Glasgow Rangers and Celtic's domination 
of Scottish soccer since the departure of 
manager Alex Ferguson for the Scotland 
job, and then Manchester United, in 1986, 


EMERSON NOT 
GOING TO 
TENERIFE 


English Division One club 
Middlesbrough confirmed that mid- 
field star Emerson will return from 
his home in Brazil in time to play for 
them. 

Emerson has been given permission to go 
home for a pre-Christmas break during a 
two-match suspension and Middlesbrough 
assistant manager Viv Anderson said there 
Was no truth in reports that the Brazilian 
was moving to Spanish club Tenerife. 


FRENCH CUP 
DRAW 


League leaders Metz were drawn 
away to Second Division Le Mans in 
the French Cup, while second-placed 
Paris St Germain and current cham- 
pions Monaco will face part-time 
opposition in Thouars and Dijon 
respectively. 


French Cup Last 32: 

To be played Jan 17-18 
Rennes y. Chateauroux 
Lens v Le Havre 
Le Mans v Mew. 
Bastia v Niort 
Caen v Toulouse 
Cannes, ¥ Valence 
Toulon vi Nice 
Epinal y Strasbourg 
SaintD.S.L. Vv Lyon 
Thouars yv Paris SG 
Aubervilliers — v Bordeaux 
Dijon y Monaco 
Segre v Auxerre 
Sete: Ny Marseille 
Thionville y Guingamp 
Reims y Montpellier 
Bretignolles v Nantes 
Rouen v Nancy 


Carquefou y Wasquehal 
Sedan v Louhans 
Laval v Angouleme 
Chatellerault v Sochaux 
Champagnole v Muthouse 
Saint JDLR.  v Beauvais 
Boulogne v Saint-Lo 
Bourg-Peronnas v Villefranche 
Pau v Fontenay 
Muret v Trelissac 
Al3/4s 1! Aurillac 

Le Grau-du-Roi_ v Istres 
Vermelles y Argentan 
La Vitreenne =v Lorient 


STOICHKOV FOR 
COMPOST? 


Barcelona’s Hristo Stoichkoy could 
soon be on his way to Compostela, 
according to reports in several 
Spanish newspapers. 

Compostela president, Jose Maria 
Caneda, has publicly said he wants to link 
the 31-year-old Bulgarian striker with his 
compatriot Lyuboslay Penev in a bid to get 
the goals that would lift Compostela out of 
relegation trouble. 

The volatile Stoichkov, the 1994 
European Player of the Year, has hiad a dif- 
ficult season at the Catalan club. 

‘Barca’ coach Louis van Gaal publicly 
castigated him in October for some training 
pitch pranks and he was not in the Dutch 
coach’s plans for the initial part of the sea- 
son. 

He played in only one league match 
before he was injured in November and is 
still on the treatment table, 

Stoichkoy had said he wanted to stay at 
Barcelona, where he is in his seventh season 
and still a big favourite with the fans, until 
the year 2000, 

However, with his place in the Bulgarian 
World Cup squad in jeopardy, he is reported 
to be interested in the move. 


Tony Adams 


ADAMS’ WORLD 
CUP FEARS 


Glenn Hoddie’s World Cup fears over 
Tony Adams were intensified as the 
Arsenal skipper began yet another 
lengthy lay-off. 

Arsenal boss Arsene Wenger looks 


ORLD 


likely to be forced te plan without his 
defensive rock until the end of January 
after the latest injury problem to hit the 
31-year-old. This time a back injury diag- 
nosed has put Adams on the missing list 
for his club. 

But England coach Hoddle knows that 
Adams is becoming increasingly injury- 
prone after having him available for just 
three England games in his 16 months in 
charge. 

And while his knowledge of Adams’ 
resilience means he will not be looking 
on the dark side yet, Hoddle would be 
forgiven for beginning to wonder if the 
Highbury captain will be available for the 
glory quest in France next summer. 

Wenger explained that the problem had 
been apparent when Adams arrived at 

training. 

“He couldn’t move, and we realised we 
had to make sure we did something 
before it became worse,” said Wenger, 
who handed Steve Bould the captaincy 
for the abandoned game at Wimbledon 
(there was a floodlight failure). 

“Tony’s already been to see a specialist 
about it but he'll need to have the right 
amount of rest.” 

That will be at least a fortnight out of 
action for Adams, who has only played in 
14 of Arsenal's 22 games so far this term 
after two injury lay-offs. 

Any longer than that bare minimum 
and Adams will be forced out of Hoddle’s 
planning for the first game of 1998, the 
February 11 friendly with Chile. 

Not being able to play is the hardest 
thing of all for the reformed alcoholic, but 
Wenger has effectively ruled Adams out 
of perhaps as many as six games, includ- 
ing the FA Cup third round clash with 
Port Vale. 

“Tony will not be able to train for at 
least two weeks,” said Wenger. “That 
means he'll be out until some time after 
the beginning of January. 

“But even then we don’t know how 
long it'll be. We'll have to see how it 
goes, It’s a big blow, of course.” 

It would be an even bigger blow if the 
problem is worse than first feared. Adams 
has already survived one major worry this 
term, when suggestions that he would 
require another operation on his problem 
right ankle were proven wide of the mark. 

‘The defender subsequently stated that 
he was sick to the back teeth after a series 
of dates with the scalpel, and he would 
not have surgery again. 

But if rest is not the cure for Adams, he 
might have to consider the worst case sce- 


NIGERIA 
BANNED FROM 
FRIENDLIES 


The new Nigerian Minister of Sport 
said that his country would not play 
any warm-up friendlies for next year’s 
World Cup Finals with European 
opposition because of the sporting 
sanctions imposed on Nigeria in 1995. 

‘The minister, Emeka Omeruah, an air- 
force general, said that as the sanctions 
were imposed for abuse of human rights 
were still in place, Nigeria would play in 
4 quadrangular tournament in Hong Kong 
with fellow qualifiers Chile and South 
Korea — they are also due to play a May 
friendly against Yugoslavia, where 
Nigeria’s new coach Bora Milutinovic 
was born. 

Mike Umeh, a former manager of 
Nigeria, had said that the Nigerian 
Football Federation should have its pre- 
World Cup training camp outside Europe 
if the European Union didn't remove the 
sanctions. 
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REAL MADRID AND 
BARCELONA FIGHT 


Real Madrid and Barcelona are bat- 
‘ling to sign Paraguayan defender Carlos 
Gamarra, Spanish newspapers reported. 

Gamarra’s Portuguese club Benfica origi- 
nally said he was not for sale but have now 
changed their mind. 

Real Madrid have offered $7.5 million, 
according to the Spanish sports daily Marca. 

Meanwhile the daily Sport sai 
Barcelona were discussing various possibil 
ties, including a part-exchange with their 
Portuguese defender Fernando Couto. 

Gamarra, 26, appeared regularly for 
Paraguay during their successful World Cup 
qualifying campaign and is likely to be in 
their squad for the Finals in France next 


year. 

Barcelona and Real Madrid, first and sec- 
ond respectively in the Spanish First 
Division, are both keen to strengthen their 
injury-hit defences, 

International call-ups in the build-up to 
the World Cup Finals will stretch club 
squads even further. 


CLUB CLOSURE 


Spanish Third Division club Novelda 
were banned from playing at home for 
three months as punishment for an attack 
ona linesman by a fan, 

The ban, by the Spanish football federa- 
tion, which covers Novelda’s next six home 
matches until March 29, came after the 
linesman was hit on the head with a seat 
thrown by a spectator in last Saturday's 
game against Gandia. After treatment for 
concussion and cuts, the linesman was 
released from the hospital after a few hours. 

The attacker, a 50-year-old stone worker, 
was fined 5,000,001 pesetas ($3,333) and 
banned from football grounds for a year. 

‘The incident was the worst of several 
s on match officials at Spanish lower 
ion matches recently, 

Spain’s leading referee, Antonio Lopez 
Nieto, has called for maximum sentences to 
i those convicted of attacking 
in the 
case of throwing objects with the intention 
to endanger life, that would be five years in 
jail, 


SCOTTISH STAR 
HINTS AT 
SWITCH 


Rangers and Scotland veteran Ally 
McCoist said he is considering a move to 
an English club, and he hinted that ambi- 
tious Second Division side Fulham could 
be his destination. 

McCoist is expected to go out on loan for 
three months in the New Year after losing 
his first-team place with the Scottish cham- 
pions this season. 

‘The 35-year-old striker is anxious to get a 
run of games under his belt and retain his 
place in Scotland's World Cup squad. 


A loan moye to another Premier Division 
club in Scotland is not permitted under 
Scottish League rules and, therefore 
England looks his best option. 

‘MeCoist admitted he has a high regard 
for Fulham coach and former Ibrox team 
mate Ray Wilkins, who is currently re- 
building the sleepy London club with the 
financial help of Harrods boss Mohammed 
Al Fayed, 

“T would rule out staying in Scotland,” he 
told the daily News of the World, “I 
couldn't go to another Premier club and, 
with all due respect, joining a team in the 
First Division (in Scotland) wouldn't help 
my World Cup chances much. 

“So it would have to be down south, 
Obyiously, a move to the Premiership 
would be ideal but I'd rule nothing ‘out and 
T've always admired Ray (Wilkins 

McCoist, who has been at Rangers for 14 
years, scoring 348 goals in 568 games, 
realises his time may be up at the club. 

His contract ends in the summer and the 
new coach, who will replace retiring manag- 
er Walter Smith, may not want him on 
board. 

McCoist added: “I will be surprised if my 
contract gets renewed. The new coach is 
unlikely to consider a striker knocking on 
36 as part of his plans, 

“My first aim is to get back to playing 
first team football and that looks like some- 
where in England.” 


Ally McCoist 
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